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ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT LAMBERT PARK, MARION ST, LEICHHARDT. 


1st GRADE & UNDER 21S TRIALS 


Sunday 4th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 11th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 18th October — 1.00pm 
Sunday 25th October — 1.00pm 


Wednesday 7th October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 14th October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 21st October — 6.30pm 
Wednesday 28th October — 6.30pm 


Sunday 4th October — 10.00am 
Sunday 11th October — 10.00am 
Sunday 18th October — 10.00am. 
Sunday 25th October — 10.00am 


UNDER 18s TRIALS 


Friday 9th October — 6.30pm 
Friday 16th October — 6.30pm 
Friday 23rd October — 6.30pm 
Friday 30th October — 6.30pm 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


. Under 13s & Under 14s 
Tuesday 13th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 20th Oct 6.30pm 
Tuesday 27th Oct 6.30pm, Tuesday 3rd Nov 6.30pm 


ALSO 
Under 15s & Under 16s 
Thursday 8th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 15th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 22nd Oct 6.30pm 
Thursday 29th Oct 6.30pm, Thursday 5th Nov 6.30pm 


Saturday 17th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 24th October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 
Saturday 31st October U/13 — 9.00am, U/14 — 11.00am, U/15 — 1.00pm, U/16 — 3.00pm 


1st Gde Coach — Amo Bertogna (Former Socceroo) 
U/21s Coach — Billy McColl 
John Panuccio 


un! 
Urtas Coach — John Romeo 
U13s Coach — Robert Gabrielli 


APPOINTED 1999 COACHING STAFF 


Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Billy McColl 
Asst. Youth League Director of Coaching & Co Ordinator Andrew Baudille 

Rudi Barecca 

Aldo Di Mento 

Frank Mikuletic (NSW State Keeper) 


lanager 
Manager — Phillip Salvaggio 
Manager — Dominic Vitetta 
Manager — Aldo Di Mento 


=f 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS INFO LINES 


9565 2299 (7 Lines — 24 urs) on O18 276 763 (Mose) 
All Youth Teams will be touring Fiji for a pre-season tournament from January 3rd to January 8th 1999 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS » are proudly sponsored by APIA 92-94 Parramatta Road, CAMPERDOWN | 
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Australian News 


SPIRIT WIN TOUGH TEST 


By Richard Kreider 


orthern Spirit coach Graham Arnold was more 
than satisfied with his side’s 2-1 victory over the 
WA State team at Macedonia Park last Saturday 
night. 

Around 500 fans, including Perth Glory coach Bernd Stange 
and a number of his players, braved wet and wild conditions to 
witness a strong performance by the Ericsson Cup newcomers 
who gave the media an enormous headache by playing without 
numbers on the back of their red and white striped shirts. 

“It was a really good game and just the hit-out our boys need- 
ed,” said Arnold. “This is only our second serious outing for the 
guys, but they proved tonight they can hold their own in certain 
stages of play.” 

Spirit captain Robbie Slater was one of the main drivers in the 
middle and front third, as was Kresimir Marusic who grazed an 
upright from 20 metres after five minutes. Troy Cranney opened 
the scoring with a typical long range strike in the 28th minute 
with Clayton Zane assisting, 

The WA team, who had-only managed-a.couple of training ses- 
sions together prior fo the match, were far from intimidated by their 
highly-fancied opponents. In fuct they exposed more than a hint of 
fragility in the Spirit back-line with their menacing offensive play. 

Six of the first 11 WA players have experienced National 
League soccer. The home side's peristénce was eventually 
rewarded in the 38th minute when when Ramon Westerberger 
put away a Trim Morgan ball close to the goal-line, 

‘The end-to-end action continued into the second period with 
Zane scoring after 54 minutes when he gathered Cranney’s left- 
side centre beat his marker and rifled the ball past Robert 
Zabica’s left hand, 

An uncharacteristic defensive error by Mare Wingell gave the 
Olyroo striker an opportunity to net a second goal 20 minutes 
Tater, but he directed his strike high over the top when left with 
only Zabica to beat. 


WAY OUT WEST 


The WA team came close to snatching an equaliser in the 
final minute of play when Craig Deans’ 20 metre grass-bumer 
flew centimetres past the wrong side of the right-hand upright. 

“We were far from disgraced, in fact many of the youngsters 
like Troy Bemard and Craig Deans showed that they can easily 
play at the level,” said coach Gary Marocchi who now has to 
prepare his squad for the friendly against Perth Glory in three 
weeks time. 


eanwhile, there was twice as. many-people at Dorrien 

Gardens earlier that same afternoon to watch a match 
between Perth Glory and local Premier League side Floreat 
Athena. 

All the new signings, namely Danny Milosevic, John 
Markovski, Rob Trajkovski, Vasko Trpcevski and John Carbone, 
were given a good run and did not disappoint. Tall New Zealand 
international sweeper Danny Hay played well despite his obvi- 
ous disappointment of being refused a work permit to play for 
British first division club Crewe Alexandra (see page 19). 

Gareth Naven was a second half-substitute and came through 
unscathed following a groin operation six weeks ago. 

Bobby Despotovski, who was also introduced at the restart, 
scored the only two goals of the game in the SIst and 75th 
minute, 


| of them is on the field. 


A cosmos 
OF STARS 


By Nick Guoth 


anberra Cosmos have been search- 


ing far and wide to find talent in 
the hope of producing results, A 
number of players have arrived 
and it is no doubt the name of Rale Rasic has 
been the magnet, 
‘The three main over- 
seas imports are now all 
in Canberra, yet not one 


Two of them are 
injured and the other 
still has jetlag. 

Michael __ Hudek 
arrived a month ago 
from Slovakia. He is a 
fine midfielder and 
played for Lokomotiva 
Kosice in the Slovakian 
First Division. He dam- 
aged his knee in the 
game against the Northern Spirit but will be 
back very soon, 

Amarildo Jose Gomes Cavaco Migletti, or 
Amarildo for short(!), is a libero from Portugal 
and hopefully will complete the solid defence 
the Cosmos are building in front of keeper 
Vilson Knezevic. Amarildo played for Futebol 
Clube ‘Os Belenenses’ in the Portugese Second 
Division. 


CANg 


Cosmos 


Finally, Istvan Borsos arrived last Friday 
evening from Hungary, Istvan is a striker and 
comes with a good record, He played for both 
Sopron teams, one in the Hungarian First 
Division. He also played in the Kuwait top 
division and last season was in Malaysia play- 
ing for the cup-winning Pahang, 

Not all their imports: have been from over- 
seas. The livewire 
Danny Burt hails from 
Broadmeadows of the 
Hunter region in 
Northen NSW, whilst 
Andrew Clarke comes 
"Y from the Central Coast 
region. Andrew also 
had-a-stint-in-the Hong 
Kong leagues. 

Returning to 
Canberra are two good 
prospects in Leo 
Langone, who will 
carry on his family 
name in the top 
Australian leagues, and Doug Marcina who had 
stint with the Gippsland Falcons. 

One other player has joined the Canberra 
outfit on trial. Anthony Magnacea, a player our 
Victorian readers will recognise, is on a ten day 
trial with the team. Anthony comes from 
George Cross and was named Youth Player of 
the Year in Victoria, 


Optus announces our most 
competitive rates ever to the U.K. 


With our new Round the World, Round the Clock 

savings, Optus’ Long Distance international 

rates are now more competitive than ever 

before. And that means unbeatable value 

for you. All you have to da is choose one of 
two great discount options. 


PEAK 


OFF-PEAK WEEKEND 
$1.01 ; 


World Saver including som -  s041 — 1 
minimum 10% discount 


$0.49 


“16 cent connection fee applies to all cals, Rates are charged per second. 
World Saver discounts ate based on your monthly average international spend. 


$0.89 


One Country Saver 


DO YOU CALL ONE COUNTRY? CHOOSE ONE COUNTRY SAVER. 


If you mostly call the United Kingdom, this could be the best 
option for you. Nominate U. K. and you'll receive reduced 
rates of between 20 - 40% off Optus’ standard international 


Terms and Conditions: Both discounts apply to international calls for Optus switched residential customers only. Both discounts exclude the following: 1456 overide calls, Service Provider customers, Optus customers on special discounts or rate options, 
Optus Calling Card calls, calls to and from mobiles, nfo calls eg:1900, Time and charge calls €g. 0012 Ringback: One Country Saver discounts nat applicable to 1Sc connection fee or operator surcharges: World Saver discount is based on customers everage 


rates (see rate chart). Calls to all other 
countries will be charged at our new 
standard international rates. 
OR DO YOU CALL MORE THAN ONE 
COUNTRY? CHOOSE WORLD SAVER. 
If you regularly call more than one 
country, then this could be the best 
option for you. No matter where or 
when you call, you'll automatically 
receive discounts of between 10 - 20% 
off our new standard international Long 
Distance rates with every call you make. 
SWITCH TO OPTUS AND YOU COULD 
WIN $100 IN FREE CALLS. 
To celebrate these savings, Optus is 


giving away $100,000 worth of Long 


monthly internatinoal spend across their bill. World Saver not available to Optus Account One customers. Customers can elect either World Saver or One Country but not both. 


NSW Permit No, 1098/6341. VIC Permit No. 98/2384 issued on 4/8/98. ACT Permit No. TP98/0347. NT-98/1841. SA TS8/2264. Full terms and conditions available by contacting Optus on 1800 500 104. Promoter, Optus Networks Pty Ltd ACN 008 570 330 


Distance calls. You could be one of the 
lucky 1000 customers who will win. a 
$100 credit into their account. Simply 
switch to Optus before 30 September 
1998 and your name will automatically 
be placed in the draw. Prizes will be 
drawn on the 13 November 1998. 


Call 1800 500 104 now 


and switch 


‘yes’ 


Ca 


OPTUS 


OPEETOS68A 
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Aussie Personalities 


Forget Ricky Martin here are The Four Diegos! 


t takes something rather special for Mary, Soccer Weekly’s 

stalwart office worker, to take down her Ricky Martin pic. It 

happened last week, She now proudly displays the picture 
below of the Four Diegos. Evidently the ‘speedos in the singlet’ 
look does something for her and the other office girls. So we 
tracked the boys down to get the story on who they are and what 
these latino lovers of Aussie Soccer are all about... 


Soccer Weekly: Who the hell are you guys? 

Four Diegos; Many people believe that we are legends in our owa 
taco shells, whilst others believe that we are B Grade, former soccer 
players, who have suffered one too many head injuries. 

To all ABSW readers out there — We are the Four Diegos — 
celebrities on radio station Stereo 974 FM in Melbourne (Saturday 
10am-12midday). 

We are Carlos Alberto Diego, Manuel Manuel Diego, Jose 
‘Throbbing Blue Vein Gorgonzola’ Diego and Carmen Miranda 
Diego and We love to bring the world game to our Aussie listeners 
every week. 


Soccer Weekly: Can you tell us a little about your playing 


career? 

Four Diegos: Our playing careers were cruelly cut down in our 
prime due a combination of soccer politics, illness and a distinct lack 
of talent. 

Not many people would be aware of this, but the four of us were 
prevented from playing in the 1970 World Cup final for Brazil, The 
NIKE Corporation wouldn't let Carlos play. Manuel had suffered a 
convulsive fit prior to the game. Jose and Carmen were charged with 
tampering with their urine sample (to all the little kiddies out there, 
the charges were never proven), 

Nowadays, we form an uncompromising back four for the 
Copacabana Crushers in the ‘Sun, Sand, Soccer and a Shot of 
Tequila’ Beach Soccer League in Melbourne’s western suburbs. 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
WENTWORTH PARK, GLEBE 


Soccer Weekly: What is the main’ aim of The Four Diegos 
Soccer Show? 

Four Diegos: Aside from the fact that the show provides a forum 
that forces people to listen to us, we try to bring the world game to 
all Aussies via a (prawn) cocktail of humour, entertainment, music, 
interviews and information. 


“samba, rumba, la bamba and watch Aussie Soccer” 


Soccer Weekly: Who have been some of your special guests on 
the show? 

Four Diegos: In the soccer world, some of our high profile guests 
have included, the world’s best soccer commentator, Martin Tyler, 
former Socceroo coach Terry Venables, Mark Bosnich and Dwight 
Yorke, prior to their Rob Lowe-style video romp, George rene and 
David Hill (1 think he resigned after our interview). 

In our attempt to unite the Aussie sporting world, we have ats 
had basketballers, Antirew Gaze and Sam McKinnon, rugby union’s 


David Campese, Aussie marathon legend, Steve Moneghetti, 
Channel Seven’s, Bruce McAvaney and the ABC’s, Tim Lane. 


Soccer Weekly: You guys give the distinct impression that you 
are the ultimate authorities on the game here in Australia, In your 
opinion who should be the next chairman of Soccer Australia? 

Four Diegos: If we were to consider any applicant from overseas, 
we would go for the Dalai Lama. We have no doubt that he could 
combine his spiritual work with the people of Tibet with the efficient 
running of Soccer Australia. Just think no arguments over logos, no 
court cases and no money disputes — just peace, harmony and a 
welcome return to the time honoured, ancient 4-4-2 system of play 
for the Socceroos. 


Soccer Weekly: Have The Four Diegos got a vision for the 
future of the game here in Australia? 

Four Diegos: We think Aussie soccer needs to take the positive 
initiatives that are in place at each club and incorporate them all into 
a Soccer Australia master plan. 

* The jumping castle and streakers from the Perth Glory, the 
unofficial fireworks display at South Melbourne's home games, and 
the sheep crutching and B & S balls at the Gippy Falcons for 
instance, could provide a solid foundation for such a master plan. 

We say each club needs to own the vision, and only then will 
Aussie soccer unite and progress at a satisfactory rate for the first 
time. 


Soccer Weekly: Any last words from ‘The Four Diegos’? 

Four Diegos: Our dad used to say to us every night as he tucked 
us in ... ‘Remember soccer is a game you can sleep with 
.. basketball, AFL footy and rugby are just hot dates!” 

To all your Soccer Weekly readers ... 

Wherever you samba, rumba, la bamba and watch Aussie soccer... 

The Four Diegos will be there — OLE! 


we tien 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT YOUTH V EASTERN SUBURBS YOUTH KICK-OFF 11AM 
ADMISSION $10 @ PENSIONERS $5 @ UNDER 16s FREE 
ENTERTAINMENT @ FOOD ® BEVERAGES @ 


CULE TMA DN SL VAN ISS) 152 
ENGLAND V SCOTLAND over 35s 


RTHERN SP’ 


Vadim Mikoutsky 


Australian Internationals : 


Robbie Slater 


Proudly Sponsored by Miranda Wines 
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Australian News 


WOLVES BEAT OLYROOS 


LORD MAYOR’S DISASTER 
APPEAL CHARITY MATCH 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 1 
AUSTRALIA U/23 0 


By Rebecca Stanton 


‘ollongong supporters flocked to Brandon Park 
on Wednesday night to watch the Olyroos 
play Wollongong Wolves in a charity match to 
raise money for local storm victims. 

‘The Wolves supporters, dressed in their red, white and black 
weren't showing the spirit of a city recently devastated by 
floods, but a community filled with soccer spirit. 

While the Olyroos demonstrated sharp skills and 
professional moves it was the Wolves who were successful, 
winning the friendly match 1-0 courtesy of a Matt Horsley 
goal. 

It took both teams the first half to get used to the slippery 
conditions and fast pace of the ball, causing them to loose 
possession on a number of occasions. 

However the Olyroos were unlucky not to score in the 11th 
minute when captain Brett Emerton, with his customary speed 
down the flank, had a direct cross to the goal go begging. 

In the 35th minute it was Wollongong’s experienced captain, 
Matt Horsley, who headed the ball past the keeper, putting the 
Wolves in front 1-0, 

“T felt pretty good, normally at the start of the year it's good 
to find the back of the net and such a pretty big game against 
the Olyroos, who have very strong markers. It definitely gave 
me a bit of a buzz,” he said later, 

Read Soccer Weekly next week for a revealing insight into 
this south coast Soccer legend as he chats to me on the eve of 
the new season about his hopes and aspirations for the club he 
loves so much. He even told me of the day he played Soccer 
with two left boots! So don’t miss it next week. 

Against Sydney United on Saturday however Wolves lost 3- 
2 in a friendly. Scott Chipperfield and Matt Horsley (again!) 
scored for the Wolves. 

Dynamic wingback Alvin Ceccoli said later that fatigue may. 
have been to blame for the loss to the Pumas. 

“Tt was a strenuous week, what with the charity game, which 
was played on a heavy pitch. Maybe also there was some 
mental tiredness, but we will regroup tonight (Monday) with 
Nick and J am sure that a loss like that will bring us down to 
earth, 

“Two of the goals were from defensive errors which is 
‘obviously something we will have to work on,” concluded the 
Wolves star. 

Wollongong are playing in the Brescia Cup Challenge match 
this weekend in Sydney against Frank Farina's Marconi, 


i 


NORTHERN SPIRIT F.C. 


Invite coaching applications for our U/11 — U/16 
Junior and Super Youth League teams for the 
1999 season. 

A minimum Level 2 coaching certificate is 
required. 

Written applications to: 

Director of Coaching 
6/19 Station St, Dundas 2117 
Phone enquiries 0416 012 899 
Applications close Friday 18th September 1998 


Gladesville-Hornsby 


Football Association 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH 


9999 Season Tras 


Held at 
Christie Park 


Christie Rd, North Ryde 
(OFF M2 MOTORWAY) 

U/11s Monday 12th, 19th, 26th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/14s Tuesday 13th, 20th, 27th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/12s Wednesday 14th, 21st, 28th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/15s Thursday 15th, 22nd, 29th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/16s Friday 16th, 23rd, 30th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U13s Saturday 17th, 24th, 31st Oct 3.00, 5.00pm 
3 Please be punctual and have gear organised. 
%* We are the most progressive Youth League 
club in NSW. 

+ We can help take you to the top. 


definitely one to see. See advertisement in this issue for this 
annual game that was won by Wolves last year. 


y 


Matt Horsley and Sydney United's Olyroo Jacob Burns 


LATEST 


Ring 


Reedswain 
Australia 


Soccer coaching books, video and CD Roms. 
Holland, Brazil, Italy, Germany. 
Register with Reedswain for a 


FREE colour Brochure. 


(02) 9584 2201 


CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE ON: 
www.reedswain.com.au 


EDDIE’S BLUES ARE NAMED 


By Duyght Tufnell 


arlton has announced its squad for 
the new season after an extensive 
pre-season. The Blues have added 
Brazilian striker Alex Moreira and 

‘Andrew Marth, the new skipper, to its list. 
Out are John Markovski, Kresimir Marusic, 
‘Adrian Cervinski, Andy Vargas and Robert 


Trajkovski 


“I’m very excited with the team I have” said 


coach Eddie Krncevic last week. 


“We've made conscientous, professional 
layer selections during the pre-season, and I 
fe a squad of players with the ability, and 
most importantly, the desire to win the 


championship.” 


Kreevie's assitant will once again be Fab 
Incantalupo with Jeff Olver as coach of its 


SYDNEY UNITED 
SOCCER CLUB 


Invites applications for 
Super Youth League Coaches 
For all Grades U13-U16 including 
goalkeeper coaches 
To apply send in a resume to: 
Art; JoHN JEDINAK 


Sypney UniteD SC 


223 Epensor Rp 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 
Applications close September 25, 1998. 
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Australian News 


BISKIC BACK DEAN CULINA 


AT KN 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


‘elbourne Knights coach Vid 
Horvat will make a decision this 
week who to include in the first 
team squad. 
Horvat said he would make up his mind after 
watching Sunday’s game against Carlton in the 
Tynan-Eyre Cup. 


Somers Street returns. 


‘The Knights at one stage had over 40 players 
training, but that figure has since been whittled 


“There's still some question marks and other | 
things that need to be settled so we can select 
the squad.” | 

Horvat is also looking at bringing in players 
from outside the club, and has a few names in 
mind. 

St Albans Saints striker Harry Karl and for- 
mer South Melbourne player Alex Kiratzoglou 
are two players Horvat would like to sign. 

“We are very close to signing him” Horvat 
added on Kiratzoglou. 

Kiratzoglou has been unable to play in the 
Tynan-Eyre Cup because of restrictions on 
guest players, hindering Horvat from getting a 
closer look at him. 

‘The three guest spots have been taken up by 
George Jolevski, Mijo Trupkovic and goal- 
keeper Martin John, 

Horvat said that Karl, who scored twice 
against South Melboure in the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup, was also on the right track to being | 
offered a contract. 

It appears that only the price that St Albans 
would ask for Karl could prove to be a stum- | 
bling block. 

“We'd like him, but not if he’s too expen- | 
sive,” said Horvat. | 

| 
| 


Both have been training with the club as has 
ex-Gippsland Falcons and Wollongong mid- 
fielder Sonny Sevin. 

Apart from Karl and Kiratzoglou, Horvat 
has forecast more new signings. 

“We need a couple of experienced players” 
he said, “we've got some good young players 
here, but we need the right balance.” 

‘The Knights played last Tuesday, crushing 
their state league opposition Chelsea 7-1, and, 


By Dwyght Tuffnoll 


‘outh Melbourne has lost its Olyroo sweeper Tansell 
Baser to Turkish club Trabzonspor. The Olryoo is in 
Turkey at the moment and South are negotiating a fee 
with his prospective new club. 

Baser had also been linked with a move to Greek club Xanthi 
where another of South’s Olyroos, Bill Damianos, is starring 
(see page 7). 

Baser was switched from the left side of defence to sweeper 
last season, a role in which he took to immediately. His depar- 
ture could mean that Dean Culina, currently trialling with the 
squad, may be signed. 

Culina, who is keen to return home to Melbourne, only made 
‘a handful of appearances with Sydney United, but consistently 
made national representative squads and is highly-rated. 

“He played a few games under his Dad (Branko Culina) when 
he was at Sydney United but didn’t get much of a go last seaon 
when Mitch (David Mitchell) was there,” South coach Ange 
Postecoglou noted. 

With Baser leaving, South have a vacancy in the sweeper 
department — Culina’s favoured position. 

Postecoglou said he would make a decision on Culina, who 
also has a niggling injury, after seeing him in action a few more 
times, 

South has also Jet Con Boutsianis go. He joined Perth Glory 
in a two year deal. 

‘The national champions have had a low-key build up to their 
title defending season, playing friendlies against mainly premier 
Teague teams, i 

“We've been working pretty hard in training, we're just at the 
‘Stage now where we need a few more games under our belt,” 
observed Postecoglou. 

‘They needed penalties to see-off Premier League runners-up 
St Albans Saints after a 3-3 draw in the Tynan-Eyre Cup, their 
first real hit-out in the pre-season. 


down, 
“It's been very slow (selecting the squad), 
but we've got to do it this week,” Horvat said. 


the club has also announced the legendary Joe 
Biskic as assistant to Horvat. 


‘reece, Peru, Australia, Indonesia, 

rtugal, Chile, England, South Africa, 

mbia, Italy, East Timor, Korea, 
‘Lebanon Turkey, Uruguay, 3 


 Q)nce again the different ‘communi 
Dot Sydney will have the opportunity 


MACARTHUR DISTRICT SOCCER FOOTBALL 


ASSOCIATION INC 


This very progressive and ambitious organisation invites applications 
for the following positions for 1999 


3. Under 21 Super League Coach 

4, Under 18 Super League Coach 

Under 16 Super Youth League Coach 

. Under 15 Super Youth League Coach 

. Under 14 Super Youth League Coach 

. Under 13 Super Youth League Coach 
9. Under 12 Junior League Coach 
40. Under 11 Junior League Coach 


ONO 


Applications for positions 3 — 10 close on 
Friday, 18th September, 1998 
(Minimum Level 2 required) 
and may be followed by a Practical Assessment 
by the Senior Coaching Panel 


Post all applications with details of experience and qualifications to: 
The Secretary, MDSFA Inc. 


P O Box 951, Campbelltown NSW 2560 


Dean Culina... the cultured sweeper may be joining 
South as a replacement for Tansel Baser. 


Postecoglou — who fielded an almost full strength line-up in 
that game — said he “wasn’t too disappointed” with that result. 

“We could have been three or four up at half time. In the sec- 
ond half we fell away a little bit because we'd made a few 
changes. 

“But St Albans’ confidence is up after a good season in the 
Premier League, I was quite happy with the way we went.” 

Meanwhile former Socceroo midfielder Jason Polak (above 
right) is back ina South Melbourne shirt after missing the entire 
last season when he sustained a knee injury in a pre-season game 
against Carlton, 


IGHTS FOR LAKESIDE? 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


I\ 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 
Club/Team? 


@:Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 

contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


Smyrnis & Co 


© 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

© ist Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9368 0222 

Fax: (02) 9860 7349 


© 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 

© 1st Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN 

Tel: (02) 9793 8788 

Fax: (02) 9783 9033 
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Australian News 


‘ou won't be surprised. The worldwide tele- 

vision audience for this year’s World Cup 

set new highs and again became the bench- 

mark for rival sports tournaments (like the 
Olympic Games). 

A cumulative worldwide audience of 40 billion 
watched the 64 matches for an average of 624 million 
per game, The Atlanta Olympics attracted 19 billion. 

In Brazil 100 million tuned into the final while in 
continental Europe, Germany topped the ratings bill 
with a single audience of 24.3 million for the Germany y 
Tran game. Even the final, in which Germany was not 
inyolved, attracted 24.1 million, 

In England, the top audience was for the nailbiting 
England v Argentina game with the audience peaking at 
26 million during the penalty shootout, 

The most amazing thing in all this is that the world 
box office figure of 40 billion was two billion higher 
than what organisers projected, and even that was 


GWYNNE 
SKIPPER 


Ericsson Cup season, 
Twenty-six years 
old Gwynne, who was 
born in Mossman, 
North Queensland has 
made 147 National 
League appearances 
and said he is delight- 
ed with the appoint- | 
ment, : 
“This is such an 
honour and definitely 
one of the highlights 
of my career,” he said, 
“Tam very flattered 
and was totally sur- 
prised when the board 


: i 
approached me and offered the captaincy to me.” 


risbane Strikers chairman Ian Brusasco 
announced that Glenn Gwynne will captain the 
Brisbane Strikers in this year’s national 


thought to be highly optimistic by some. The box office 
figure is a 25 per cent growth on the 1994 World Cup 
which attracted 32 billion. 

In Australia, too, the coverage attracted record audi- 
ences, reaching a total of over seven million actual peo- 
ple — an increase of 28 per cent of USA 94. If one was 
to add the unsurveyed audience which watched in clubs, 
pubs and assorted functions, the figure is estimated at 
nine million. 

‘That means one in every two Australians tuned into 
the World Cup at some time or another, an astonishing 
increase in awareness from 1990 when hardly more than 
two million people were reached. 

‘The cumulative audience in Australia was 42 million. 


‘don’t know about you but I can’t get too excited about 
this Commonwealth Games thing. And it seems not 
too many other people can either. There is no question 
that the Comm Games now suffer from a lack of interna 


V 


WHAT TO BRING: 
COST: 


Each Child receive: 


tional credibility and importance, And no wonder. 

With no athletes from such sporting power centres as 
continental Europe, the United States, China and Japan, 
it is little wonder that they being labelled the irrelevant 
Games. 


T have one suggestion whereby they may become 
more relevant: by including soccer in their program. 
Indeed J have often wondered why the world’s most rel- 
evant sport is not on the agenda. But it’s time it was. 

‘True of course, the world’s most important soccer 
nations — Brazil, Italy, Argentina, France, Germany, 
England etc — wouldn’t be there. But that is the whole 
point. The Games would attract teams from much of 
Africa, large chunks of Asia, Oceania and the 
Caribbean. 

‘As such they would be virtually an event which does 
not yet exist: a world championship for the globe’s 
emerging soccer nations, 

For Australia, for the Socceroos, to partake in the 
Comm Games would be heaven sent. 

Our biggest problem at the moment is that, unlike 
other continents, we do not have major tournament 
between World Cups — something that would be 
invaluable to our World Cup preparation. 

You will remember Terry Venables moaning about 


this very thing and David Hill's efforts to have us 
inducted into the Asian Nations Cup. With the 
Commonwealth Games, which would also have to 
involve qualifiers, we would be able to fill that void. 

And the Games themselves might attain some inter- 
national sporting relevance. 


is wide alarm over Rupert Murdoch’s purchase 

of Manchester United. Iam not sure what the fuss is 

all about. Firstly there are a number of illustrious clubs 

already which are owned by media conglomerates and 
have been for years. 

Among them AC Milan, owned by Italian media 
magnate Silvio Berlusconi, and Paris Saint Germain 
which long ago was bought by Canal +, the super rich 
French cable TV operation, 

The Man United purchase, in the modern world 
where money practically grows on the soccer tree, was 
of course inevitable. Murdoch might not be a United 
fan, or even a soccer fan, but he should know what 
makes United tick, what makes them so loved and there- 
fore so profitable. 

Would an astute businessman want to change those 
elements? I don’t think so. 


4 MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 


tallions 


Marconi Stadium, Bossley Park 
Tuesday 29th September to Thursday 1st October, 1998 


9am through to 12 Noon 


Boys and Girls from 5 Years Old 
Your Boots, Shinpads, Socks and Shorts 
$100.00 per Child — Group Discounts for 5 or more 


Nine (9) Hours of expert tuition 


One ‘Camp Stallions’ T-Shirt 


One ‘Uhlsport’ Soccer Ball 


One Marconi Fairfield Supporters Cap 


Gwynne’s early football days saw him represent 
Queensland at both junior and senior levels, and also played 
in the Australian Schoolboys side. 

The Strikers will kick-off their season on October 10 at 
Suncorp Stadium when they meet former coach Frank 
Farina’s new side Marconi Fairfield in Round One of the 
1998-99 Briesson Cup. 


1998/99 Marconi Squad Individual Head Shot Poster 
1998/99 Marconi Stallions Season Pass f 
Autographed Photo with the Marconi Team 

3 ‘Soccer International’ Magazines 

Free Snacks and refreshments daily 

End of Clinic Report Card 


COACHES INCLUDE 


@) Marconi Head Coach Frank Farina @} Kris Trajanovski 


WAONSKRNANY 


DAMIANOS 
IN GREECE 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


Frank Farina 


(%) Vlado Zoric 


< 


3] Young Socceroos Danny Invincible & Christian Care & Marcus Phillips 


(®) Dominic Longo Brendon Renaud ‘PLUS a host of other Marconi stars 


APPLICATION FORM 


Please complete and send with payment to: MARCONI “Camp Stallions” COACHING CLINIC 
Club Marconi, Marconi Plaza, Bossley Park, NSW 2176. Closing Date is Friday 25th September, 1998. 
CHILD'S NAME/S. . = Reseienhas eee ales ieimesti sc .. AGE 
ADDRESS. . . 


'n the off-season South Melbourne’s Bill Damianos 
‘was busy trialling for a number of clubs in Europe, 
where first division club Skoda Xanthi picked up the 
services of the Olyroo, 


Xanthi are not all that 
big in Greece, but they 
are known to be the 
sleeping giants of 
Greek soccer. With a 
rich history and now 
with a team that has 
the goods to make the 
top, Xanthi is on a 
roll. 

With the inclusion 
of Bill the team has 
strengthened. 
According to coach 
John Manzourakis, 
Bill is a valuable player and he hopes for big things from the 
Melbourne lad. 

Tt has been a long time since an Australian player has 
made an impact on Greek soccer. The last Aussie hero was 
Sydney Olympic player Chris Kalantzis, who enjoyed a won- 
derful career in Greece, as did Jim Patikas. 


.,»P’°CODE . 


T’SHIRT SIZE i 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS (If Any). . . 


l authorise the coaches and staff of Club Marconi to act for me, according to their best judgement, in any 
emergency requiring medical attention. | further release Club Marconi and staff from any and all liability for injury 
or illness incurred at the coaching clinic. 


PARENT/GUARDIAN (Signature) 


Telephone: 9823 2222 OR ... 
E-Mail: clubmarconi@pip.com.au 


Australia-wide 


XXXX PREMIER LEAGUE K.O, SEMI-FINAL 
Pine Rivers.......-.+ 2 Uniof Qd.... 
aet 
Brisbane Lions....... 0, Ipswich Knight. SEMI-PRO DIVISION ONE SOUTH 
aet 4-2 pens 
SEMI-PRO DIVISION ONE NORTH K.O. Semi-Final 
Major Semi-Final Capalaba... ee 3 

Eastern Suburs ....... 0 Albany Creek..... 


Que 


aet 6-5 pens 


ensland = 


Northern NSW 


FIRST GRADE 2HD 2ND DIVISION 
Broadmeadow. ....... 3 Edgeworth... 
RESERVE GRADE 
Edgeworth ........-. 1 Highfields... RESERVE GRADE 
West Wallsend.......3 Budgewoi... 
UNDER 18s 


FINAL TABLE 

PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 22 

aa PWDLE 
| Cringila 215 4 3 47 
Port Kembla 2.14 3 5 50 
Wollongong WE 22 10 11 1 44 
| Wollongong Olympic22 11 1 10 36 
Northern United 22 AE a3): 
| Bulli 2D IRN aah oy 
Kemblawarra 2 6. 7 9 34 
Fernhill 27 4 Il 2 
Lysaghts faa fee See 5) 
Coniston Lions 226525 <1 27 
24 7 1 2B 
22:5 2 15 2 


3 Tlawarra 


FIRST DIVISION CONFERENCE 
SEMI-FINALS 
SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 


Shoalhaven City. , 
Balgownie Rangers ..... 0 Warilla Wanderers... 
Western Suburbs 


University .........+.+ 


BERT BAMPTON CUP’ 
FINAL 
SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 


ABSW 
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PETER RITCHIE 


BREAKER FROM THE BUSH 


As part of Soccer Weekly’s build up to the new Ericsson Cup season, Newcastle Breakers’ defensive dynamo Peter Richie sat down 
with Stuart Jones for a chat about football in Newcastle. 


season ago he was a young gun but as he 

enters the up-coming NSL season under 

new coach Lee Sterrey, Peter Ritchie finds 

himself an important member of a new 
side. Newcastle are a team many have written off 
before the season starts, but they are a side looking 
to stand up and be counted against the best of the 
Ericsson Cup. 

Peter Ritchie spent his formative years in Albury 
NSW. It was a town of Aussie Rules but Peter followed 
his brothers onto the soccer fields. “I don’t think Mum 
wanted us to go too close to Aussie Rules so we played 
Soccer instead. By the time I played the other code at 
school my heart was set on soccer.” 

By Year 10 his soccer dream turned into reality. He 
had played the previous couple of national 
championships for country NSW. The Under 13s side 
actually won the nationals when they upset the NSW in 
the final held in Melbourne, 

Tt was quite an upset as there was real quality playing 
in the opposition with the likes of Lucas Neill (now 
Millwall) and Stephen Laybutt (Brisbane Strikers). A 
year later he was back but this time the Under 14s 
finished about fifth. 

Ron Smith invited Peter to join the AIS where he 
finished Years 1] and 12 in Canberra. It was not easy, 
two days a week they were up at 6am for a weights 
session, then school from 9am until 4pm before training, 
then dinner, and then a few hours in the study hall. At 
least you got Friday nights off.. “We were not separated 
from the outside world, It was good to go to a normal 
school and mix with others away from the AIS. 
Everyday the bus would be filled with AIS kids and you 
eu see it coming a mile off (and hear it from ten I 

t), 

“T never had too many scholarly aims, instead I sort 
of focused on football. The Education Department was 
‘always there to help players if their sporting aspirations 
fail to materialise.” 

“The only possible drawback from the AIS was the 
fact that you would play 99% of games expecting to 
win. Even if we went two down early we were confident 
we would still get a win. 60-70% of our games we 
played without too much fuss, It did instill confidence 
though, When you saw the likes of Ned Zelic and Mark 
Viduka come and return and train with you for a few 
days’ it showed just how special you could become if 
you continue to believe, During the offseason we would 
go Overseas sometimes and learn that winning games is 
not everything you do. 

“We had a trip to Argentina and that showed us that it 
is tough out there. When I came to Newcastle 1 was not 


Peter Ritchie: “I stil love Newcastle 
and the fans.” 
really too worried about losing all the time because I 
‘was just so excited about being in the first team, but the 
defeats soon started to bite at me.” 

Peter Ritchie played at fullback during his time at the 
AIS but once he moved to Newcastle John Kosmina 
found a new position for him — as a defensive 
midfielder. This season he looks like continuing that 
sort of role in the Breakers first team. “I like the role, as 
a defender you would do a lot of work but hardly see the 
ball. In the midfield you might do a bit more work but 
you get to see the ball a bit more.” 

‘These days Peter helps out at the Breakers office one 
day a week and spends time in schools trying to give 
back just some of what the game has given him. “It is 
‘great to spend time at the schools teaching the game to a 
new generation. Plus we are getting coaching 


AT THE MAR 


certificates under our belt now, with 
thanks to the help of Ken Kaiser,” 

As for training, Lee Sterrey has 
brought in more sessions, but not as 
long as under previous coaches. “We 
have done the last ten days straight in 
the evening, but they are only going 
for an hour to an hour and a half. 
They are lighter but more often. 

“We are all realising Lee 
has some great new methods 
to teach us and we can 
really learn from him. We 
are taking to his ideas and 
We are going to be playing a 
different style of football. 
We have bought in a few new 


guys this season which is something different from the 


last few years, 


“Tt has brought a new buzz around the club. Bob 
Catlin is a legend and just the sort of player we need 
around the club. Sure we lost Clayton Zane but we have 


signed another couple of strikers so hopefully 
they can do the job. 

“Our first trial ended 2-2 with Sydney United, 
so that was a promising start. I was feeling 
underdone obyiously but give me a couple of 
games and I should be right.” 

As for his aims this season the fresh-faced 
Ritchie has set a target to play in every game and 
score four or five goals. Plus on a team level he 
would like to help the team win most of their 
home games at a minimum, “The change I have 
seen most around the NSL is the establishment 
and success of the newer teams like Perth, 
Carlton and the new Northern Spirit. 

“I cannot wait to play the Spirit. You can 
really measure yourself by playing against the 
best so I am looking forward to taking on the 
likes of Slater and Arnold. Plus there are others 
returning, like Carl Veart, who you hope to 
perform well against. It will certainly give my 
playing confidence an added boost and I really 
want to prove myself against the perceived 
strong sides of the NSL. If you have any 
ambitions to go overseas it gets harder as you get 
older. You really need to have been established 
here as a solid player here first. It is hard away 
from the capital cities but if you play for a big 
club then you may not get the first team games 
you need, 

“T still love Newcastle the town and the clubs 


I STADIUM 


ee, 
SY SUBURBS SOCCER 


fans, I really enjoy my football here, I 
want to be an established Newcastle 
player.” 

Finally who would Peter Ritchie: 
most like to play alongside at 
Newcastle if he could pick any three 
curtent NSL players? “Damian 
Mori would be great to have up 
front to put away the chances, 
especially with the likes of Paul 
Trimboli aiding him. At the 
back someone of the quality 
of Alex Tobin would be 

terrific,” 
Ritchie comes off contract at the 
end of the season so will be hoping for 
a strong season ahead, Certainly all 
the Breakers fans will be hoping he has a major 
contribution in a more successful Newcastle team this 
year, We all wish him the best of luck. 


EASTERN 


ASSOCIATION 


Coaching 
Applications are invited 
for 
our Under 11 and 12 
Junior Representative’s 
and 
our Under 13, 14, 15 and 16s 
Youth League teams 


Minimum Level 2 coaching 
qualification required phone 
John Velthuys on 


0418 664 796 


SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19th — KICK-OFF 6PM 


YOUTH LEAGUE — KICK-OFF 4PM 


MARCONI 


Frank Farina 


Vs 
WOLLONGONG CITY 


Brad Maloney 


Matt Horsley and Nick Theodorakopoulos 


M RCONI oe STALLIONS are proudly sponsored by BRESC A FURNITURE 
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Australian News 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


GRAND FINAL SPECIAL 


FINALLY BIRKS 
ARE CHAMPS — 


‘est Torrens Birkalla Eagles have 
finally broken the drought after a 46 
year wait, to take out the 1998 
Premier League Championship 
defeating the gallant Croydon Kings 1-0. 

Frank Sergi breaking the deadlock to become the 
hero scoring in the sixth minute of golden goal extra 
time, Lachlan Campbell providing a superb cross to 
find the unmarked Sergi who made no mistake from 


“al hard fought grand final, with both 
teams taking no prisoners referee Barry Panella taking 
control of the game issuing seven yellow cards, four 
for Croydon and three for Birkalla. Croydon were 
unlucky not to take the lead early in the fourth minute 
of the game, when striker John Fontanarosa hit the 
back of the net only to see his goal cancelled by an 
offside call by the referee's assistant Matthew Cream. 

Croydon Kings when looking dangerous were 
continually thwarted by Birkalla’s Captain courageous 
Greg Mills, along with man of the match Jamie 
Carreno, they together worked very hard to keep their 
team in the match, 

Both teams had their moments, Croydon with 
chances to Captain Shane Porter and John Fontanarosa 
shots just going wide of the post, Birkalla's Sam 
Barbaro shot was well saved by Kings keeper George 
Yatzis, and striker Jason Trimboli also had a couple of 
chances to score with both his attempts going over the 
cross bar. 

John Fontanarosa worked tirelessly all night, and 
could have made a hero of himself when in the second 
minute of golden goal extra time, received a pass from 
Marcin Kierno, with just the keeper to beat saw his 
shot just aimlessly going pass the upright. 

Birkalla 0 Croydon Kings 0 (Birkalla won 1-0 on 
golden goal Frank Sergi the scorer) Best- Birkalla: 
Greg Mills, Jamie Carreno, Lachlan Campbell, Steve 
DeGiovanniello, 

Croydon: Shane Porter, Luca Mattiazzo, John 
Fontanarosa, Rick Piotrowski. 


Te State League Grand Final saw a good contest 
between Modbury Jets and Para Hills Knights with 
the Jets winning the Grand Final by 1-0 with Simon 
Clark scoring in the 2st minute, a great season for 
Duane Gray and his team, after also taking out the 
Minor Premiership were clearly the class team of the 
State League. 

Modbury Jets | (Clark) Para Hills Knights 0 Best - 
Modbury: Bradley Hassell, Andy Doran, Ryan 
Donavon, Joe Blefari. 

Para Hills: Chiad Seifert, Drago Kljajic, Peter 
Waine, Andy McPhee Fairmont Homes $20,000 
Challenge Cup 2 Leg series Between Adelaide City 
and Adelaide Sharks: 

Adelaide Sharks 1 (Alex Duric) Adelaide City 0 
Best - Sharks: Kon Kokonoplitis, Alex Duric, Branco 
Milosevic. 

Zebras: Angelo Costanzo, David Terminello, 
Bradley Armour. 


testing try out for both clubs in the first leg of the 

Fairmont Cup Challenge, the Sharks coming out 
winners by 1-0 with a goal from striker Alex Duric 
after a superb dummy by Hamilton Thorpe. * 

Highlights saw Sharks new recruits Paul Souris, 
Derek Poimer and John Gibson having their first hit 
out for the club and also the return from Portsmouth 
of Hamilton Thorpe — they all acquitted themselves 
quite well. 

Adelaide City welcomed back Carl Veart from 
England and also gave promising youngster David 
Terminello a run. 

The Squads: 

Adelaide City: Jason Petkovic, Brad Armour, Mark 
Yates, Milan Ivanovic, Alex Tobin, Angelo Costanzo, 
Damian Mori, Carl Veart, Dino Mennillo, Brad 
Hassell, David Terminello. Subs: John Fusco, Robbie 
Saraceno, Sam McMillan, Mark Brazzale, Damian 
Stam, Anthony Breardon, 

Adelaide Sharks: David Miller, Paul Pezos, Kon 
Kokonoplitis, Alex Kuzmanovic, Paul Souris, Alex 
Castro, Branco Milosevic, Derek Poimer, Hamilton 
Thorpe, John Gibson, Alex Duric, Subs: Richard 
Alagich, Adrian Iandorio, Robbie Slager, Aaron 
Westervelt, Danny Vidakovic, Nathan Wildy. 


BRESCIA CUP 


‘arconi’s newly-appointed coach Frank 
Farina faces his first acid test when his 
forces take on the high-flying 
Wollongong City on Saturday night at 

the Marconi Stadium for the Brescia Furniture 
‘Cup, lost last year by Marconi to the Wolves. 

Wollongong, who last week completed the transfer 
of striker Kostas Salapasidis from Adelaide City for a 
reported fee of $35,000, last year defeated Marconi 
0-3. 

Although Marconi will be flat out to avenge the 
loss, they will find Wollongong again already very fit 
and certainly not short of confidence. 

Last Wednesday night at Brandon Park, the South 
Coasters surprisingly defeated Raul Blanco's Olympic 
Games team 1-0 in a fundraiser, via a headed goal by 
pacey skipper Matt Horsley just 10 minutes before the 
break. 

Farina is aware of Wollongong’s early form and 
has stated that he will field his full strength team that 
will include his three new off-season recruits. 

Farina signed midfielders Marcus Phillips and 
Danny Invicible plus the constructive striker Kris 
‘Trajanovski. 

Farina said:"I have a big job ahead of me this 
season and players will find that reputations will mean 
nothing to me. 


Just current form and nothing else will count. 
That's how it’s going to be all season.” 

On display Marconi will again have the excellent 
distributional service from their South Korean 
intemational sweeper, Pan Kuen Kim. 

This South Korean is a pleasure to watch as he 
patrols just behind his markers Mark Babic and 
Dominic Longo. 

Kim, a fabulous crowd-pleaser, was brought to 
Marconi midway through last season by the then 
coach Zoran Matic. He originally came to Marconi to 
guest for the club in just six matches. But prior to 
retuming back to Adelaide, Matic was able to entice 
Kim to sign a new two-year contract and the former 
international has now already applied for his 
Australian permanent residency. 

Farina has made it clearly understood that he wants 
Marconi this season to be much more mobile in all 
three departments. 

Under Farina’s guidance both strike-men (Francis 
Awaritefe and Sean Babic) have looked very sharp in 
pre-season training sessions. 

A Youth League match between Marconi and 
Wollongong City will serve as a curtain raiser this 
Saturday, starting at 4pm. 


| 
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NNSW GRAND 


FINAL SPECIAL 
LAMBTON’S DOUBLE 


ambton Jaffas scored their second 
consecutive Grand Final victory with a 3-1 
win oyer Budgewoi on Sunday at Breakers 
Stadium. 

Lambton relished the open spaces and quality pitch at 
the home of the Newcastle Breakers to prove too good for 
the Premiers, Budgewoi. 

Brett Macaulay, working down the right flank, pushed 
a perfectly weighted through ball to brother Shane who 
slammed home a left foot shot inside the penalty area in 
the 17th minute. 

Paul Corbett had Budgewoi back in the match four 
minutes into the second half when he found the back of 
the net off substitute Haydn Appo's cross. 

Prolific goal scorer, Brian Southall sent the Jaffas to 
the lead five minutes later after heading home Shane 
Macaulay's cross from the left wing, 

Brett Macaulay ensured the celebrations would be long 
and enjoyable with a 20 metre full blooded drive that 
found the side of the net in the 63rd minute. 

“They were far too good for us today,” said Keith 
Harris, coach of Budgewoi. 

“We have had a wonderful year, the club's got 
tremendous facilities and depth and we should kick on 
from here, I'm presently talking to the directors and may 
well be back there next season,” 

Lambton Jaffas coach, Martin Davidson was pleased to 
have recorded back to back victories. 

“We have had a hard year and the boys have put in the 
work,” said Davidson. 

“We have had a lot of injuries but have come good at 
the right time, and that was a great win today. We know 
how to score goals but the platform for our wins comes 
from the back and keeping other teams out.” 

Brett Macaulay paid tribute to his fellow striker Brian 
Southall and the mateship within the team for their 
success, as Southall had carried the team through while he 
was on the sidelines for twelve weeks with a knee injury. 

“My fitness was a bit below par but 1 was happy to 
score one, especially in the grand final,” said Brett 
Macaulay. 

“My striking partner, Brian Southall has netted about 
twenty five goals and that has kept us in the competition 
‘and the spirit in this club is fantastic we all play for each 
other and we are all great mates.” 


ROVERS 


By Glem Davis 


ochedale Rovers survived a send-off to gain a 
XXXX soccer league grand final appearance 
with an upset 2-1 win against premiers Brisbane 
ity in a controversial major semi-final at Perry 
Park on Sunday. 

But their victory came at a heavy price as Rochedale 

striker Clayton Koch went from hero to villain, knocking in a 
ighly controversial penalty in the 28th minute before being 
sent off nine minutes into the second half. 

Koch’s dismissal, which incurs an automatic suspension, 
will cost him a Grand Final appearance against the winner of 
Brisbane City and Brisbane Lions who meet next weekend in 
the preliminary final. 

Referee David Dwight eamed the wrath of Brisbane City 
players and supporters alike after he ruled City keeper Danny 
Duke brought down Koch in the penalty area as the former 
national striker attempted to round him. 

Koch made no mistake with the spot kick to give 
Rochedale a deserved lead. 

City, who welcomed the return from injury of leading 
striker Chris Slater, levelled the scores 1-all eight minutes 
from half time when rangy defender Mark Battistin latched 
onto a rebound from a free-kick. 

Batistin’s shot appeared to take a deflection and bobbled 
awkwardly through a congested box into the net past an 
nsighted keeper Elvis Guzie. 

City’s fightback was shorilived as Rochedale struck back 
three minutes later to lead 2-1 when defender Michael Lane 
glanced a header which floated over Duke’s head into the top 
‘comer of the net. 

Ironically, Koch's second half send-off was close to a 
repeat of Rochedale’s penalty in the first half. 

Koch was on the run again and once again attempted to 
round Duke, but this time referee Dwight ruled in Duke's 
favour as he brilliantly gathered off the advancing striker’s 
feet. 


Reserve Grade: West Wallsend 3 (Danny O'Hearn 
41& 64m, David Gardiner 53m) drew with Budgewoi 3 
(Mick McGrath 30m, Wayne Holbrook 54m, Steven 
Kent 57m). West Wallsend won 3-1 on penalty shoot- 
out. 


NBN FIRST DIVISION FINAL 


Bere Magic defeated the Edgeworth Eagles 
3-0) at Jack McLaughlan Oval on Sunday in the Final 
of the NBN Soccer League. Broadmeadow will play 
Hamilton Olympic at Breakers Stadium next Sunday in 
the Grand Final, 

Premiers, Edgeworth Eagles finished their season, in 
first grade, after Broadmeadow Magic went to the lead in 
the fifth minute when Brendon Kelana slotted home a 
‘Andrew Tonks square ball from close range. 

‘The Eagles looked off their game for the first half but 
rallied in the second half to have several chances denied 
by the woodwork and agile keeping by Darren Moore in a 
twenty minute period in the middle of the second session. 

Magic put the result beyond doubt with two well 
executed goals in the 83rd and 85th minutes. Kelana 
nailed his second, a right footer from the edge of the 
penalty area that had Edgeworth ‘keeper, Dean Conway at 
full stretch, finding the net on the near post. Andrew 
Tonks scored the third in the 85th minute heading home a 
curling comer from Graham Kaiser. , 


ROAR! 


Inexplicably, Koch jumped to his feet and lunged at Duke 
pushing him over, which prosapted an immediate red card 
from Dwight. 

Although a man down, for the last 36 minutes, Rochedale 
more than held their own and could have increased their lead 
several times while City also missed several chances to force 
the match into extra time, 

Substitute Danny Wright, who came on in the last 25 
minutes, missed a golden opportunity heading wide in 
front of an open goal midway through the second half 
while Rochedale’s Steve Fitzsimmons ran into the box a 
minute later but Duke managed to deny a certain goal with 
his diving outstretched hand, 

City coach Bobby Hamilton was irate at Dwight’s 
decision but is looking ahead and is hopeful Wright will 
start in their crucial preliminary final against Brisbane 
Lions next week after being struck down with illness last 
week, 

“Danny didn’t start because he’s been very sick lately 
and we were hoping he could do us a job for 20 minutes or 
so today,” Hamilton said, 

“The penalty beat us, It was the best save you could get 
from a keeper. 

“We work on trying not to concede goals as we know 
we'll always score at least one goal a game and we got a 
decision like that.” 


risbane Lions had to endure half an hour of sudden 
‘death extra time before overcoming Ipswich Knights 
4-2 in penalty shoot-out in the knockout semi-final. 

‘The match went into extra time after neither side broke 
a scoreless 90 minutes played in sweltering conditions 
which followed Brisbane’s recent days of rain. 

Both sides had chances to claim victory during a torrid 
encounter, but the energy sapping heat told on both sides 
in the second half, even referee John Peacock who along 
with a few players went down with leg cramps near the 
end. 
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DIVISION THREE SEMI 


FINALS 
MAJOR SEMI FINAL 
Ist U/21 
Sydney University vy Maroubra United 
Flamencos y Glebe Wanderers 21 
MINOR SEMI FINAL 
Camden Tigers v Colo Colo 3-0 
Prospect United v__ Trasandinos 1-2 
DIVISION FOUR 
ROUND 20 
Ist 2nd 
Balmain Tigers y — StJosephs 33 12 
Springwood vy Fairfield Kings 02 170 
Earlwood Hermes vy Nepean District 0-6 
ROUND 22 
Balmain Tigers vy Sydney Crescent Star 2-3 12-0 
Fairfield Kings v CSI Schofields 21 03 
United Eagles v __ Nepean Districts 1-3 0-2 
St Josephs vy Marrickville 1-0 25 
Fraser Park vy HolyCrossRyde 3-0 4-2, 
Earlwood Hermes v_ Lithgow Workmens 0-3 
ROUND 23 
Holy Cross Ryde v iewood United 0-3 3-1 
CSI Schofield vy Fraser Park 2-6 
Sydney Crescent Star y  Earlwood Hermes 3-0 
Marrickville v Fairfield Kings 12 3-0 
FEDERATION DIVISION 
FOUR 
FIRST GRADE 
PW D LF A Dif Ps 
Fraser Park 25) Ws 5S 176622 S462 
Prairiewood United 26 16 9 1 74 31 43 57 
Sydney Crescent Star 26 14 4 8 52 45 7 46 
Nepean District 25° 13S. he 043 Be 44 
Fairfield City Kings 26 13 5 8 47 30 17 41 
St Josephs 2% 10 7 9 40 44 -4 37 
Marrickville 3 9 8 8 44 34 10 35 
Springwood 2% 10 4 12 51 52 -1 34 
CSI Schofields 25°10) 2-13 45° SI 6 32 
Balmain Tigers 2% 6 6 14 45 52 -7 4 
United Eagles 25 4 8 13 31 75 45 16 
Earlwood Hermes 2 1 1 24 17 104 -87 4 
SECOND GRADE 
Paw: L F A ODif Pts 
Fraser Park 2517 1 63 27 36 58 
Nepean District 25 17 4 75 17 S58 55 
Holy Cross Ryde 25 (15 5 56 28 28 50 
‘Springwood 26 14 Te 92! 37 55.47. 
Balmain Tigers 2% 13 6 69 25 44 46 
Marrickville. 3 13 63 45 18 42 
St Josephs 26 12 
CSI Schofields 23 10 51 45 6 37 


Prairiewood United 26 10 
Lithgow Workmen’s 24 8 
Fairfield City Kings 26 

United Eagles 25°25 
Sydney Crescent Star 26 5 
Earlwood Hermes 26 3 


21 41 131 -90 15 
23° 19-78-59 9 
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DIVISION FIVE 


ROUND 17 
Ist 2nd 
Bossy v Liverpool Warriors 9-1 4-1 
Liverpool Olympic y Kosciuszko 42 40 
Eastern Creek Pioneersy White Valley 40 24 
ROUND 18 
Racing vy  Homenetmen 8-0 plp 


ROUND 19 


Eastem Creek Pioneersy Auburn Star 3-0 14 


FEDERATION DIVISION FIVE 


FIRST GRADE 

P WODL F A Dif Ps 
Eastern Creek Pioneer 20 15 4 1 55 18 37 49 
‘Aubum Star 0 1 6 3 38 19 19 39 
White Valley 20 9 5 6 BB 0 32 
Bossy 20 27 T 6 36 «5 8 
AVA United 0 TSB 38 1 26 
Racing 2 5 10 5 8B 9 25 
Homenetmen 2006 6 8 52-13 24 
Sporting SCC 0 6 5 9 2 7B 
| Kosciusko 09 29 8.2 2 
Liverpool Olympic 20 4 8 8 0 2 
Liverpool Warriors. 20 1 17 19 535 

SECOND GRADE 

PWODL F A Dif Ps 
| AVA United 04 2 4 48 21 27 44 
Liverpool Olympic 20 13 3 4 60 23 37 42 
Aubum Star 0 13 3 4 6 33 32 42 
White Valley 2 13 3 4 56 34 22 42 
Eastem Creek Pioneer 20 11 3 6 SI 36 15 36 
Sporting SCC 19 9 3°7 4 38 6 30 
Racing 196 2 11 44 43 1 20 
Kosciusko 0 4 °5 1 4 6 217 
Homenetmen 19 4 3 12 33 60 -27 15 
Bossy 9 4 1 14 25 65 40 13 
Liverpool Warriors 20 2 2 16 14 65 -SI 8 


WOMEN'S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION TWO 
PRELIMINARY FINAL 


Ist 
Shoalhaven Association 03 


NIKAS AND 
BUONAVOGLIA 
JOINT GOLD 
MEDAL WINNERS 


By John Economos 


Manly Association v 


‘SW Super League strikers, Jimmy is and 

Johnny Buonavoglia last Friday night achieved a 

historic first, after being declared joint ‘Gold 

Medal’ winners at NSW Soccer Federation’s 
annual Awards Dinner at the Bellevue Reception Centre in 
Bankstown. 

In previous years this award was determined by recording 
voles given at each match by referees at the end of each game. 

This season the Federation's voting formula changed to 
resolve the Gold Medal. It was decided that the captains of 
each team would hand in votes on a 3-2-1 basis of three 
players from the opposition at each Super League match. 

Thus the ultimate winner would in fact well and truly 
represent ‘The Players’ Player Of The Year’ 

Progressive yoting results were unveiled which saw 
Leichhardt Tigers’ pacey striker Buonavoglia rocket to the top 
of the scoring with 12 points after six rounds with Nikas 
nowhere in sight. 

After 12 Rounds Nikas had exploded with heavy scoring to 
catapult to the top and lock in with Buonavoglia on 19 points 
in the lead, one ahead of Blacktown City’s midfielder, and hot 
favourite for this award, Steve Berry. 

Following counting after 18 Rounds, Steve Berry hit the 
lead with 29 points, one ahead of Buonavoglia and two ahead 
of Nikas who was now joined in joint third place by 
Sutherland’s goalkeeper Paul Henderson. 

However when the final round of voting had been added 
after 22 matches, both Nikas and Buonavoglia had regained 
the lead to end the night with a final tally of 33 points, two 
ahead of Paul Henderson and three clear of third placed Steve 
Berry 

A pleased Buonavoglia, who now will continue his career 


with Newcastle Breakers, stated “It’s great winning this award 
with Jimmy (Nikas), especially in the fact that the players 
voted for it.” 

Meanwhile the Adelaide-born Nikas was full of smiles “I 
had no idea that I was going to be in the final reckoning for 
this award. I’m very, very, happy, Believe me.” 


J,NIKAS: 33 (Canterbury M. Olympic), 
J. BUONAVOGLIA 33 (Leichhardt Tigers). 
PHenderson ~SGatherland) 
S.Berry 30 (Blacktown City), 
MReveley 27 (Parramatta Eagles), 
Robbie Gomez 26 (Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 
P.Preston 25 (Central Coast), 
M.Todorovski 24 (Bankstown City). 
E.Macalino 23 (St George), 
IKoch 22 (Ryde City). 
S.Hantzis 21 (Canterbury M.Olympic}, 
Coach Of The Year Award 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles’ John Turner, was the worthy 
recipient of this award. 

Having coached Bonnyrigg White Eagles for the past three 
years, John last season lost the Grand Final to Parramatta 
Eagles. 

This year again Turner guided the Eagles to yet another 
Grand Final, but again narrowly missed out on further glory, 
this time to Blacktown City, going down by 1-0 through a 
‘Golden Goal’ in extra time. 

But Turner nevertheless had a great season as he won the 
Minor League Championship by pushing Bonnyrigg first past 


“The best moment for me this season was when 
I beat last season’s League champions Parramatta Eagles 4-1 
that enabled me to end the year top of the League.” 

When questioned as which team this season was his hardest 
opponent, unhesitantly Turner said: “Macarthur Rams and 
Easter Suburbs.” 


Golden Boot Award. 

The Parramatta Eagles’ 28 year old ace striker Steve 
Karavatakis for the second year running, was the Super 
League’s top goalscorer. 

Last season Steve notched up 15 League goals which went a 
long way to lifting Parramatta to win the ‘rare double’ of 
Minor League Championship plus the Grand Final, 


Referee Of The Year 
This was taken out by the popular Boyd McGregor. 


Goalkeeper Of The Year. 
Sutherland’s lanky custodian Paul Henderson took out this 
award sponsored by Real. 


Other Awards. 

Under 21s ‘Player Of The Year'—David Reid (Macarthur 
Rams). 

This was a most meritorious achievement as David had 
taken out this very same award last season. 

Under 18s ‘Player Of The Year’—Luke Rudenberg 
(Leichhardt Tigers). 

NSW president Mr Peter Gray in announcing the 
Federation's “Fair Play” Shield this season won by Dougie 
Urtjesenovic’s Parramatta Eagles, stated: “The recipients of this 
award should be justly proud of their efforts. They are the 
clubs who have accepted the challenge and opportunity to 
reinstate fair play as the focal point in our competition. 

Read Soccer Weekly next week for photos of this wonderful 
evening. 


Fair Play Award—Parramatta Eagles, 

Ist Grade Runners’ Up—Blacktown City. 

ist Grade Champions—Bonnyrigg White Eagles, 
Club Champions—Bonnyrigg white Eagles. 
Under 2is Runners Up—Parramatta Eagles. 
Under 21s Champions—-Bonnyrigg White 


Eagles. 

Under 18s Runners Up—Bankstown. > 
Under 18s Champions—Parramatta Eagles. 
The NSW Super League’s Superstars Team for 
1998, wasnamed as; 

Goalkeeper: Paul Henderson. . 

Defenders: Aaron Holst, Damien Langan, Jose 
Mendes, Mark Racker. S 

‘Midfield: Steve Fagleton, Paul Richardson, Steye 
‘Berry. pee 
Strikers: Steve Karayatakis, John Bu 
John Angelucei. ~ 
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GLADESVILLE HORNSBY 


WOMEN’S SOCCER ASSOCITION INC. 
Address all correspondence to Hon: Secretary 
P.O. Box 525, Gladesville. NSW. 2111 


Applications for coaching positions 
should contact 

Adrian Jones on 

9808 2093 or 0418 406 800 

by 30th September 


Players trials will be held at 
Meadowbank Park, Field 11 


| AWSA NATIONAL 
YOUTH 


GHWSA has applied for 
entry into the Women’s 
State League 1999 
competition. 


We invite applications for 
coaches and players 
in this new venture. 


on 


Sunday October 11 
2.30pm — 4.30pm 


outh Australia claimed the honours in last 
Saturday’s final of the National Youth 
Championship in Adelaide, defeating NSW 1-0 
with a goal in the most thrilling of 
circumstances in front of their home crowd. 

The win is SA’s first ever at the Youth titles, adding to 
the National Junior Championship they won earlier this 
year for the second consecutive time, 

In working all its elite squads under the one 
professional coaching system and philosophy,-the South 
Australians are churning out some incredible results from 
its Under 14s right through to the seniors playing national 
league. Their success is based on high level organisation 
as a team unit, hard work off the ball, well drilled teams 
consisting of individuals who each know their role. 

Key players including Jessica Halfpenny, Kimberly 
Morris, and Anna Ruotolo have more than comfortably 
made the jump up to Youth level, this their first year out 
of the Juniors event. Coach Wendy Carter can feel 
extremely proud, having moulded such a successful team. 

NSW, also fielding a young combination, were equally 
confident of winning the final. Displaying an impressive 
brand of fluent attacking football throughout the week, 
the Blues were lethal in front of goal, and well supported 
by a very solid defensive line. Going into the decider, 
predictions were split, nothing separating the two best 
sides throughout the week, although it was a clash of two 
differing playing styles. 

The match was a fast-paced encounter despite the 
slippery, muddy surface following heavy overnight rain 
and windy conditions. Both teams were committed to 
attack and created good chances at each end. NSW's 
Kelly Golebiowski was trying her luck with several long 
range strikes, with Thea Slatyer coming closest for the 
visitors. 

Halfpenny created danger up front for the South 
Australians running into many a good position. The two. 
defensive lines including the goalkeepers performed 
solidly in the testing conditions in what was an 
entertaining contest. . 

SA fired in several shots to open the second half, but 
overall it remained very tight, both not far from breaking 
the deadlock. Exhaustion was starting to affect the 
players, but the commitment never waned. NSW almost 
pinched a last minute winner inside normal time, but the 
unmarked Alicia Cavanagh sent the ball flying over the 
crossbar. 

‘The tension lifted as the game proceeded into twenty 
minutes of extra time, and still it was anyone’s game with 
Opportunities at both ends of the pitch. Kondy 
Panagopolous forced a great save from NSW keeper 
Cassandra Kell in the first minute, and a tired shot from 
NSW’s Thea Slatyer was gathered in at the other end by 
SA's custodian Lynn White. 

With the crowd resolved to witnessing the dramas of a 
penalty shootout, SA made a fast break up the left flank, 
a move which ended up settling the score there and then. 

Rebecca Morrison raced up the touchline from deep 
but a NSW tackle sent the ball out. Morrison launched 
‘one of her trademark long throw-ins which was flicked 
on by Anna Ruotolo, 

‘The ball fell perfectly at the feet of Jessica Halfpenny 
who became the hometown hero as she slotted the ball 
calmly past the goalkeeper from 12 metres on the left, 

With the tournament not playing under the golden goal 
tule, the match had not ended, but seconds after referee 
Heidi Calder had quelled the feverish celebrations, the 
final whistle was blown, illustrating the timeliness of the 


goal. 

Sharpshooter Halfpenny added the championship 
winning goal to her two hattricks for the week. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Lynn White, Kimberley 
Mortis, Marie Spagnoletti, Dianne Alagich, Belinda 
Gawlik, Rebecca Morrison, Anna Ruotolo, Melissa 


| CHAMPIONSHIP 


Constanzo (Erin O'Shea), Debbie Trubee, Kondy 
Panagopolous, Jessica Halfpenny. Reserves Vanessa 
Varga, Carly Neilson, Karin Prince, Nicole Leonardis, 
Ela Pickering, Emma Wirkus. 

NEW SOUTH WALES: Cassandra Kell, Danielle 
Clarke, Amanda Parker, Rhian Davies, Lisa Collins 
(Danielle Smith), Alicia Cavanagh, Ashleigh Hewson 
(Neisha Klessattel), Heather Garriock, Thea Slatyer, 
Kelly Golebiowski, Michelle Camey. Reserves Amanda 
Boyle, Leah Cam. Injured Sarah Walsh. 


‘he football on display over the week-long National 
Youth Championship in Adelaide has been of the 
highest standard, entertaining and a pleasure to watch, 

The fact that last year’s finalists ACT and Victoria 
finished in sixth and fourth place respectively illustrates 
just how competitive and cut-throat it is at this level, 
Players are maturing faster through competing in the 
Ansett Summer Series and the intensive training within 
the state institute/academy programs. 

Western Australia were unfortunately outplayed by the 
much more experienced opposition teams, but showed 
great determination and some good patches of football. 
WA took the lead in a tight match against ACT before 
going down by the one goal, and scored an early 
equalising goal to test the nerve of the Queensland team. 

Defending champions ACT found themselves on the 
back foot from Day One, losing the rematch of last year’s 
final to Victoria in the tournament's opening match. 
Although possessing some very good players, ACT were 
lacking in depth to be able to field a total unit capable of 
maintaining the title, 

Queensland were quite strong in possession with good 
midfield and defensive players, but up front were missing 
the strikepower to get the results on the board, 

The experienced Victorians produced some good 
results, but their campaign was set back in returning for 
their second match of Day One with a 3-0 loss to 
Northern NSW. A fiesty match against NSW resulted in 
a 1-1 draw, but in the end, they lacked the edge to 
threaten for a finals berth. 

Northern NSW were a talented side and performed 
consistently through the week. Up until NSW’s win on 
the Friday, Northen were still in with a good chance of 
making the final, 

NSW looked the goods from the start but were rocked 
by the injury to key striker Sarah Walsh on the first day. 
By mid-week, the team was depleted to thirteen through 
injury and suspension, but they still had the experience to 
be able to pull through undefeated in the round-robin, 

Home team South Australia surprised everybody in 
defeating all before them, and with a Day Five win over 
Victoria, had secured first place and a finals berth with 
Friday’s matches still remaining. However, some 
goalfeasts were also sprinkled with two very tight 
matches against Northern NSW and Queensland for 
which SA were made to fight hard for the win. 

Friday’s games were to decide SA’s opponent for the 
final, a battle between rivals NSW and Northern NSW, 
separated by just one point. 

With the Friday result of no consequence to them, SA 
rested their key players against NSW. Keen to put the 
matter beyond doubt, NSW went on the rampage towards 
goal against the understrength SA, but not even they 
would have expected to be leading by four goals after just 
sixteen minutes. 

The scoreline ended up at 5-0, instantly guaranteeing 
them the spot in the final and putting Northern out of the 
running. 

The sixteen-member Australian Youth Team to tour to 
Holland in late October will be named within the next 
week by National Youth Coach Chris Tanzey. 
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UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 
internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


By Graham Cooke 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Grand Finals 
Sunday September 20 


BRUCE ATHLETICS FIELD 


Division One 


Belconnen United y Canberra Olympic 2pm 
Referee: Ben Williams 


Under 23 Division 


Belconnen United vy Gungahlin JuventusNoon 
Referee: Bill Simeonovic 


ACT Smoke Free Youth League 


University of Canberra = y ~—Belconnen United 10am 
Referee: Ben Naughton 


Saturday, September 19 
Division Two 


Burns Club vy ANU 3pm 
Referee: Chris Blain 


Under 23 Division 


Burns Club v ANU Ipm 
Referee; Keith Butler 


Preliminary Finals 
Division One 
Canberra Olympic 3. Monaro 2 
Under 23 Division 
Gungahlin Juyentus 4 University of Canberra 1 
ACT Smoke Free Youth League 
Belconnen United 3 


Weston Creek Royals 1 


Division Two 


Burns Club 3 White Eagles 0 
Under 23 Division 
Bums Club 4 White Eagles 1 
ACT STATE LEAGUE 
Grand Finals 
Division One 
Belwest Foxes 4 Belconnen United 1 
Division Two 
Belwest Foxes 3 Gungahlin Juventus 0* 
Division Three 
Weston Creek Royals 4—_Belwest Foxes 1 
Division Four 


3 Belconnen United 


*Maich forfeited. 


SEASON ROUND-UP FOR 
THE ALSO-RANS 


lor six of the 10 ACT Premiership clubs, 
‘the 1998 first-grade season ended on the 
last weekend in August. Some retain an 
interest in other grades, but in general 
this is a time for inquests, taking stock and 
devising ways of doing better next year. 
A review of the also rans: 


GUNGAHLIN JUVENTUS 


ye unsettling and unrewarding season for the club 
which holds the ACT record for consecutive 
finals appearances (21). Many supporters believed 
that with its talented young squad, a second golden 
‘age was about to dawn. It may yet, but not in 1998. 

After a series of indifferent results the club 
decided to part company with coach Vince Magliulo, 
handing the job instead to the experienced Walter 
Valeri, who had just ended his stint in charge of the 
Canberra Rockets representative side. 

With Valeri at the helm results improved, but in 
the end Juventus was eased out of the lower top-four 
spots by the big-spending newcomer, Capital City 
‘Suns, and another club going through a rebuilding 
phase, Canberra Olympic. 

Juventus has a wealth of young talent in Oscar 
Zamora, John Glass, Scott Conlon and Matt Valeri 
among others, and they are blending in well with the 
slighty older brigade that includes Alex Tsiokos, 
George Cattenanch and Paul Gagetti. Tony Rinaudo 
is the club’s ‘veteran’ and he is still a way off 30. 
Providing they can keep together, this squad can only 
impro’ ve. 

Off the field Juventus is having trouble 
establishing a permanent base in the new town of 
Gungahlin, but negotiations with the ACT 
Government continue. 


CANBERRA DEAKIN 


if the 1980s, a succession of grand finals featured 
Juventus and Deakin. No more. Deakin’s fall from 
grace has been even more dramatic as just four years 
ago the club was a regular finalist in the much 
stronger NSW Superleague. 

It too went through an early coaching upheaval, 
John Bull leaving the club before the season was 
properly underway. Deakin called on former team 
boss Marko Vrkic as a replacement, but too many 
points were dropped in the first half of the season for 
it to make an impression. 

Only goalkeeper Paul Jones and utility player 
David Milin remain from the NSW League days, and 
Tan Shaw, who is taking over the coaching role next 
season, will be looking at the club’s strong junior 
base for a good number of his first team squad. As 


coach of the Young Rockets representative side, itis 
a task the new man will enjoy. 


QUEANBEYAN CITY 


whe league’s great under-achiever, City showed 

flashes pf its true capabilities only towards the 
end of the season, when it pulled away from the 
relegation zone. 

Coach Oscar Langone expected more and was 
disappointed when he did not get it, but despite an 
undistinguished final placing of eighth, there have 
been some major achievements, 

The chaotic administration which has hindered 
Queanbeyan’s development in the past was absent 
this year, and the club was generally run smoothly. It 
also gave itself a vision by announcing it wished to 
develop its High Street Ground with dressing room 
and clubhouse facilities. 

The City Council is expected to be supportive. 

Dane Gorgievski is an explosive and exciting 
player who needs to find more consistency; Yuki 
Onda was a surprise packet with a number of 
valuable goals after being plucked from Weston 
Creek's youth team; Lazar Simeonoy did some 
excellent work in midfield; Tony Pangallo was 
probably guilty of trying to do too much and in the 
end achieved little. 

City has been a league member - although not 
always in the top division - for more than 30 years 
and many at the club feel some success is long 
overdue. 


CANBERRA CITY 


lanberra City, the club formed 22 years ago with 

—the specific intention of bringing National 

League soccer to the ACT, remains in a grim fight for 
survival. 

The club lost the support of its licensed premises, 
the City Club, during the season when it went into 
receivership. Payments to players and coaches were 
immediately halted and a sponsor, CIT Solutions, 
provided sufficient funds to see the club through to 
the end of the season. 

The future is still cloudy. City’s chances of 
survival vary from excellent to hopeless depending 
on who from the club you talk to. Soccer Canberra 
president Steve Doszpot, who has a long association 
with City, believes it will survive, and may even 
begin to get a trickle of support from the City Club 
again. 

Despite spending a season anchored near the foot 
of the table, the club had success elsewhere, notably 
the Federation Cup, where it reached the final and 
only went down to a golden goal in extra time against 


Belconnen United. 

Like Queanbeyan, its best league results came 
towards the end of the season, notably a 5-0 win over 
Juventus. Best performers were Simon Agnello, 
Mikey Katz and Brett Chick, and goalkeeper Martyn 
Smith made a difference when he returned to the side 
after spending most of the season on a European 
holiday centred round the World Cup. 


UNIVERSITY OF 
CANBERRA 


fier several years in the lower half of the league, 

this was the season University supporters feared. 
The team finished bottom of the competition and 
must now wait for the off-season shuffles involving 
second division winner Burns Club to see if it has any: 
chance of staying in the top flight. 

One possibility being widely canvassed is a 
Combined Universities team, also involving the best 
players from ANU and the Australian Defence Forces 
Academy, both of which play in the second division. 
‘The suggestion has some merit. Unican has about six 
good quality players, and with the additions of the 
best from the others, a strong squad should emerge. 

That might just encourage the quite considerable 
number of students who play for other clubs to 
consider joining up. 

Best for the University in a generally miserable 
season were Daman Toivonen, Simon Foxhill and 
Dominic Bartone. 


OFFSIDE OR NOT OFFSIDE 


‘onaro coach Tan Heywood i is not a fan of what 

has become known in the modern game as 
passive offside’, whereby a player in an offside 
position will escape penalty if he is deemed not to be 
interfering with play. 

Heywood’s team fell victim to the rule in the 
major semi-final against Belconnen United when 
striker Marko Perinovie was clearly in an offside 
position as Jason Dunn headed in United's second 
goal. 

However, after consulting assistant Ben Williams, 
referee Chris Conti ruled Perinovic was not 
interfering with play. 

“Rubbish,” said Heywood. “Perinovic is the 
deadliest striker in the competition and he was 
standing in the goal area. How could he fail to be a 
distraction to our defence?” 

And he quoted a former manager of English club 
Tottenham Hotspur, Billy Nicholson, who said a 
player only has to be on the field to ‘interfere’ with 
play. 


will probably. play for the Creek 
a he drops, coach Jimmy. Bland 


an b’s youth and junior ‘hase when it 


comes to forming next year’s squad, 


place in the Northern Spirit youth 
"squad and ‘could be an important 


factor net season seule h 2 return 


SEPTEMBER 8 


SEMI-FINALS 


KELIC 


CARLTON 0 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 2 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


Sunday after an impressive 2-0 win over a disappointing Carlton. 
Ivan Kelic (right) bagged both goals, one either side of half time, in an 
encouraging performance from the front man. 
His first came in the 42nd minute when he headed Ivan Jolic's cross against the 
post but the ball bounced off Carlton ‘keeper Dean Anastasiadis and into the net. 
Kelic was at it again just a minute into the second half but this time Anastasiadis 
held onto his flick from Ante Deak’s comer, 
Zelkjo Susa played a through ball to Kelic in the 54th minute and Anastasiadis 
came off his line but Kelic clipped the ball over him and into the net, 
Soon after, he was on the end of a Tom Pondeljak pass, but shot over the bar. 
Carlton, showing some signs of a tough pre-season, never really got out of first 
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Miss Knights won through to the final of the Tynan-Eyre Cup on 


IS BACK! 


gear. When they did get am attempt 
at goal on target, Knights trialist 
Martin John was more than up to it, 
making some fine stops in a 
performance that is likely to earn 
him a contract. 

Kiwi Mark Atkinson, with a lot 
of space and time, had a shot saved 
by John. John then had to dive 
acrobatically backwards to keep 
‘out Cameron Pino’s inswinging 
corer. 

Andrew Marth, playing against 
his old club for the first time, then 
saw the young keeper block his 
overhead kick, 

Knights coach Vid Horvat had 
said that he thought the Knights 
couldn't beat Carlton because of 
the short time they have been 
training together. 

He was happy with the result but 
said that he wasn’t getting carried 
away. 

“We can still do much better” Horvat said, “but it’s good for the confidence and 
we showed some good team work, : 

“We are showing some progress but I never take too much from these games.” 

Carlton's Eddie Kmeevic said that the team were a little tired from a heavy work 
Toad. 

“Still, we were a little ordinary, It’s nothing to get concerned about it probably a 
good thing that it’s happened to us now. 

“It might shake them (the players) up a bit. We were a little cocky in the first 20 
minutes.” 


UPER FALCONS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 1 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


league champions South Melbourne 1-0 at Knights Stadium in the 
semi final of the Tynan-Eyre Cup. 

Brian MacNicol was the match winner, scoring the only goal of the game eleven 
minutes from time, 

South were well on top in the first half, but ended up with nothing to show for it. 
Their best chance came in the 24th minute, Fausto De Amicis found Goran 
Lozanovski just outside the six yard area. His shot beat Bojo Jevdjevic but not 
Manny Gotis who cleated off the line. 

‘The Falcons though, got stronger as the game went on. Archie Thompson was 
buzzing up forward and half time substitutes MacNicol and Joe Tricarico put in 
Solid contributions in their time on the park. Gippsland’s winner was as a result of 
the two combining. 

Tricarico’s powerful run took him to the goal-line where he cut the ball back for 
MacNicol to blast the ball high into the net past South keeper Chris Jones. 

South had a chance to take the game into a penalty shoot-out, but missed their 
best chance of the game with just four minutes remaining. 

Michael Curcija crossed to the far post but John Anastasiadis miscued and sent 
the ball wide when he had to hit the target. 

South Melbourne coach Ange Postecogion dismissed the result as a pre-season 
performance. 

“Obviously we would've liked to have continued in the competition, now we 
have to make alternative plans in terms of preparation” said Postecoglou 

“We were trying to do some different things and we made quite a few changes, 
“We're still four weeks away from the season and I’m quite happy with the way 


Gu Falcons caused something of an upset on Sunday defeating 


things are progressing.” 

South gave Dean Culina a run at sweeper and Postecoglou said that a decision 
‘would be made on whether they will sign him or not. 

Falcons coach Stuart Munro was pleased with the result but still thinks the side 
has some work to do. 

“We gave them too much respect in the first half and to me they (South) dictated 
the game” he said. 

“The pleasing aspect was the way we finished the game. Normally, when a team 
goes 1-0 up against South Melbourne it’s backs to the wall. 

“We'll wait and see on October 11 when we play them in the league, that’s 
when it really counts, hopefully we'll have learned a few things from today.” 

Munro gave games to triallists Michael Anderson from Frankston Pines and 
Andy Vargas, who Munro would like to sign. 

“We'll (Vargas and Munro) have to discuss things. I’d like to add Andy to the 
‘squad but he wants to keep his option fairly open which he’s entitled to do. 

“T'll be speaking to him again and hopefully we can work out something, I'd 
like to keep him here.” 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP |gndous 


MOBILEWORLD 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 ROUND 25 


RESULTS 
Northcote City 6 — Westgate 1 
Westem Suburbs 2 Richmond 1 
Doncaster Rovers 1 Springvale City 0 
Ringwood City 1 Altona East 3 
Melton Reds 1 Lalor United 10 
Kingston City 3 North Geelong Warriors 1 
Werribee City 1 Westvale 3 
PWODL F A Ps 
Westvale 25 23 1 1 90 16 70 
Altona East 25 19 3 3 82 25 60 
Western Suburbs 25 18 2 5 73 28 56 
Kingston City 25 14 3 8 50 24 42 
Werribee City 25 12 4 9 49 35 40 
Doncaster Rovers. 25 10 3 12 51 44 33 
Springvale City 25 9 6 10 47 49 33 
Richmond 25 9 5 Il 46 42 32 
Northcote City 25 9 4 12 48 62 31 
North Geelong Warriors 25 8 6 Il 43 48 30 
Westgate 2 6 8 Il 47 53 26 
Lalor United 25 5 5 15 44 61 20 
Ringwood City 25 5 4 16 31 62 19 
Melton Reds 2 0 2 23 15167 -1 
ROUND 26 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 20 
Westgate v Werribee City 
Westvale v Kingston City 
North Geelong Warriors v Melton Reds 
Lalor United v Ringwood City 


Springyale City v Altona East 
Western Suburbs v Doncaster Rovers 
Richmond y Northcote City 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE DIV 2 ROUND 25 
RESULTS 


East Richmond 1 - Mooroolbark 1 
Knox City 0 - Essendon Bruns. Royals 2 
Melbourne City 3 - Oakleigh 1 
Frankston Strikers 3 - Regent Bulla 3 
Yarrayille/Glen Eira 2 - Broadmeadows City 1 
Old Scotch Waverley 1 - Altona City 1 
Cranbourne 2 - Maroondah Arrows 0 


PWODL F A Pts 
Oakleigh 25 18 3 4 75 26 57 
Melbourne City 25.15 6 4 S50 24 51 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 5 13 3 9 43 34 42 
Cranbourne. 25 13 3 9 42 39 42 
Frankston Strikers 25 12 3 10 54 38 39 
Old Scotch Waverley 2511 5 9 45 37 38 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 25 11 3 11 33 41 36 
Altona City, 25 9 8 8 39 40 35 
East Richmond 25 9 8 8 24 26 35 
Knox City 25 8 5 12 37 36 29 
Maroondah Arrows: 25 8 5 12 28 34 29 
Regent Bulla 25 8 3 14 38 61 27 
Mooroolbark 25 4 5 16 20 60 17 
Broadmeadows City 25, 3,6 16-27-5915: 

ROUND 26 FIXTURES 


Saturday September 19 
Maroondah Arrows y East Richmond 
Old Scotch Waverley v Cranbourne 
Altona City y Yarraville/Glen Eira 
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Broadmeadows City v Frankston Strikers 
Regent Bulla v Melbourne City 
Oakleigh v Knox City 
Mooroolbark v Essendon Bruns. Royals 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE DIV 3 ROUND 25 
RESULTS 


Diamond Valley United 3 - Geelong 1 
Banyule City 3 - Stonnington City 2 
South Werribee 4 - Keysborough 0 
Frankston Pines 3 - North Coburg United 2 
Pascoe Vale 1 - Keilor Park 1 
Chelsea 0 - Fitzroy City 1 
Bell Park 1 - South Springvale 2 


PWOD OL F APs 
Geelong 25 20 3 2 79 2563 
Diamond Valley United 25 17 6 2 60 2557 
Frankston Pines 25 16 4 5 77 3352 
Stonnington City 25 16 3 6 53 3351 
South Springvale 2 11 5 9 37 3438 
Keilor Park 25 11 4 10 42 3737 
North Coburg United 25 9 6 10 36 3633 
Banyule City 25 8 5 12 40 4429 
Pascoe Vale 2 8 3 14 39 5627 
Fitzroy City 25 6 6 13 30 4324 
South Werribee. 2 8 2 15 38 7723 
Chelsea 25° 7 1 17 35 6722 
Bell Park 2% 7 3 15 35 5421 
Keysborough 2 4 3 18 347115 

ROUND 26 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 19 
Diamond Valley United y Bell Park 
South Springvale v Chelsea 
Fitzroy City v Pascoe Vale 
Keilor Park v Frankston Pines 


North Coburg United v South Werribee 
Stonnington City v Keysborough 
Geelong v Banyule City 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 ROUND 25 
RESULTS 


South Wantirna 2 - Corio 0 
‘Western Eagles 0 - Moreland City 3 
Clifton Hill United 5 - Nunawading City 2 
South Caulfield 0 - Melton 4 
Sunbury United 2 - Langwarrin 1 
Williamstown 3 - Seaford United 2 
Geelong Rangers 2 - Sandringham City 2 


PWODUL F APs 
Moreland City 25 21 2 2 82.2765 
South Wantima 2 17 5 3 65 2256 
Williamstown 25 15 3 7 48 3048 
Seaford United 25 13 8 4 593647 
Langwarrin 2% 14 4 7 583746 
Sandringham City 2% 1 7 7 655040 
Sunbury United 2 11 5 9 43 3638 
Corio 2% 9 6 10 45 4133 
Geelong Rangers 2% 9 3 13 33 4430 
Western Bagles 25-7 8 10 39 4629 
Melton 3 7 2 16 476123 
Clifton Hill United 2% 6 3-16 337521 
Nunawading City % 5 2 18 317517 
South Caulfield 2 0 2 2B 18862 


ROUND 26 FIXTURES 


Saturday September 19 
South Wantima v Geelong Rangers 
Sandringham City v Williamstown 

Seaford United y Sunbury United 
‘Langwarrin v South Caulfield 
Melton v Clifton Hill United 
Nunawading City v Moreland City 
Corio v Wester Eagles 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV I ROUND 25 RESULTS: 


Springvale Condors Templestowe Eagles 3 
Lalor 1 Riversdale 0 
Croxton Park 2 Endeavour United 0 
North Sunshine Eagles 1 Glenroy 3 
Brandon Park 0 Mitcham United 3 
Lyndale United bye Monbulk bye 


TABLE - Croxton Park 44, Lyndale United 40, Lalor 
37, Endeavour United 32, Monbulk 32, Templestowe 
Eagles 30, Riversdale 28, Mitcham United 26, North 
Sunshine Eagles 25, Springvale Condors 24, Glenroy 19, 
Brandon Park 6. 


ROUND 26 FIXTURES 


Saturday September 19 
Lyndale United v Brandon Park 
Mitcham United v Monbulk 
Glenroy v Croxton Park 
Endeavour United v Lalor 
Riversdale v Springvale Condors 
North Sunshine Eagles - bye 
Templestowe Eagles - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 STH/EAST ROUND 21 
RESULTS 


Berwick City 4 - Doveton 3 
Braeside United 1 - Ashburton 3 
Dingley City 3 - Noble Park 2 
Dandenong 1 - Newborough/Yallourn 0 
Monash University 1 - Old Camberwell Gram. 1 
Morwell Pegasus 1 - Waverley Wanderers 1 
TABLE - Morwell Pegasus 48, Dandenong 46, Doveton 


42, Waverley Wanderers 41, Newborough/Yallourn 32, 
Dingley City 28, Monash University 26, Noble Park 24, 
Braeside United 21, Ashburton 18, Berwick City 14, Old 
Camberwell Gram. 5. 


ROUND 22 FIXTURES 


Saturday September 19 
Doveton v Monash University 
Old Camberwell Gram. vy Dandenong 
Newborcugh/Yalloum v Dingley City 
Noble Park v Morwell Pegasus 
Waverley Wanderers v Braeside United 
Ashburton v Berwick City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 21 RESULTS 


Uni. of Melbourne 
Elwood City 
Brunswick City 
Meadow Park 

La Trobe University 
Keon Park 


Hoppers Crossing 0. 
Ballarat 1 
Melbourne University 0 
South Yarra 2 
‘Sydenham Park 4 
Broadmeadows United 7 


Deni we 


TABLE - Brunswick City 50, Sydenham Park 49, 
Broadmeadows United 34, Elwood City 32, South Yarra 
30, Melbourne University 28, Keon Park 27, Uni. of 
Melbourne 26, Ballarat 24, Hoppers Crossing 22, 
Meadow Park 19, La Trobe University 11. 


ROUND 22 FIXTURES 


Saturday September 19 
Hoppers Crossing v La Trobe University 
Sydenham Park v Meadow Park 
Melbourne University v South Yarra 
Brunswick City v Keon Park 
Broadmeadows United v Elwood City 
Ballarat y Uni. of Melbourne 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 21 RESULTS 


Parkmore 1 
Noble Park United 3 


Thombury United 1 
North Caulfield 4 
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Caulfield United 


Flemington Falcons 1 1 
Clayton 8 Dandenong Inter 0 
Heatherton United 6 EndeavourHills 3 
Ivanhoe United 6 Collingwood City 2 


TABLE - Dandenong Inter 48, Clayton 46, Heatherton 
United 44, Noble Park United 36, Caulfield United 33, 
Iyanhoe United 30, North Caulfield 26, Collingwood 
City 24, Flemington Falcons 24, Endeavour Hills 23, 
Thornbury United 14, Parkmore 4. 


ROUND 22 FIXTURES 


Parkmore v Heatherton United 
Endeavour Hills v Clayton 
Dandenong Inter v Flemington Falcons 
Caulfield United v Ivanhoe United 
Collingwood City v Noble Park United 
North Caulfield v Thombury United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 3 NTH/WEST ROUND 
21 RESULTS 


North Reservoir 
Whittlesea United 


1 Keilor United 

3 
Brimbank 3 

4 

0 


0 
Mill Park 3 
Darebin United 4 
Watsonia Heights 1 
North Glenroy 1 


Somerton City 
Northern United 
West Preston bye 


TABLE - Mill Park 42, Somerton City 39, North 
Glenroy 32, Darebin United 30, Keilor United 27, North 
Reservoir 25, Northern United 20, Brimbank 19, 
Whittlesea United 19, West Preston 16, Watsonia 
Heights 14. 


ROUND 22 FIXTURES 


North Reservoir y Northern United 
North Glenroy v Somerton City 
Watsonia Heights v Brimbank 
Darebin United v West Preston 
Mill Park v Keilor United 
Whittlesea United - bye 


JOHN'S 


i COMMUNICATIONS 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP RESULTS 


Carlton 0 - Melbourne Knights 2 (Kelic 42, 54) 
South Melbourne 0 - Gippsland Falcons 1 (MacNicol 79) 


THIS WEEK’S TYNAN-EYRE CUP FINAL 


Sunday September 20: The Final 


Curtain-raiser - Victoria Police v New South Wales Police - Lakeside Stadium - kick-off 3pm 


Final - Melbourne Knights v Gippsland Falcons - Lakeside Stadium - kick-off 6pm 
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TSEKINIS JOINS THE PROFESSIONALS 


As part of Soccer Weekly’s build-up to the start of the new Ericsson Cup year, Dwyght Tuffnell has a 


‘ew South Melbourne recruit Jim 

Tsekinis has sounded a warning to all 

other Ericsson Cup clubs who might 

be thinking that the current 

Australian champions might have lost 
the desire to do the ‘Double’. 

“T definitely think we can win the championship 
again this season,” he said confidently. 

Tsekinis, 23, has joined a club whose supporters 
demand success — they won the league last year and 
will be expected to do so again this season, 

“They haven't gone out and recruited stupidly” 
Tsekinis believes, “that’s one thing I like about us. The 
nucleus of last year’s championship team is still here.” 

Tsekinis left Adelaide Sharks, the club he had 
faithfully served since he was nine years old, to join 
what he describes as “the best club in Australia.” 


' 


He speaks with such enthusiasm about his move, 
you'd think he had just won the lottery. 

“It’s been incredible” he gushes. 

“T can’t believe how professional they are, I’ve had 
trials in England and their set up is very close to that of 
English clubs, it's no wonder the players perform for 
them, 

“There’s a big difference (between South and the 
Sharks), they may seem like little things, but to players 
they are big things.” 


ekinis had two weeks trials with both Bolton 
Wanderers and Manchester City, and had planned to 
go to Greece to try out during the winter. 


chinwag with South Melbourne’s new tyro Jim Tsekinis. 


“I was going to go, that was one reason I went to 
Heidelberg, to get myself fit so I could go to Greece.” 

(Tsekinis went on loan to Heidelberg to “help them 
out”. They were sitting in the relagation zone and soon 
afier Tsekinis arrived he got injured and couldn’t save 
them from the drop). 

“T was going to go to Greece but a friend, who had 
played over there, said that because the World Cup was 
‘on, no one would take too much interest. 

“He advised me to wait until December when the 
transfer season opens again and some clubs are 
desperate for players. 

“But I'd had enough, I just wanted to get myself 
organised in Australia first and when Ange (South 
Melbourne coach Postecoglou), approached me, I 
{jumped at the chance.” 

But he still harbours an ambition to play in Europe. 

“P've got to focus on scoring goals, then I’m pretty 
sure the offers will come.” 

He'll be battling with John Anastasiadis, Michael 
Cureija and Vaughan Coveny for a position up front, but 
doesn't see that as a problem. 

“The way I see it is if you play well, you'll be in the 
team. You have to have that competition to form the 
basis of a good team. 


“But I feel I’m good enough to be playing in the 
team, it’s just a matter of form.” 

Moving to a new city is often difficult but Tsekinis 
says he loves Melbourne and doesn't miss Adelaide ... 
not yet anyway! 

After making his National League debut at 17 for the 
Sharks, he went on to play over 100 games for the club. 

‘The former Young Socceroo (he played in the 1993 
WYC campaign) became a free agent at the end of last 
season and felt that the time was right for a fresh start. 

“The Sharks had always been fantastic to me, there 
‘was never any problems but when I became a free agent 
Tinformed them that I was looking to move.” 

‘There were many reasons behind Tsekinis’ move. 

“T needed some it , to do some things for 
myself, I’ve got a real buzz from moving to 
Melbourne.” 

And anyway, it's not everyday that someone turns 
down the opportunity of playing for the national 
champions. 

It's a championship, but particularly finals football, 
that Tsekinis wants to be a part of. 

“In all my time at the 
Sharks, I never played in a 
final. People look at you 
more seriously when you're 
playing finals.” 

‘And the way he has been 
welcomed by the players at 
South has made it a lot 
easier for him, 

“The way the boys have 
accepted me has been 
terrific, We're all very close 
and that will help us on the 


He’s also been impressed 
by Postecoglou. 

“Ange has been fantastic” 
he explains. “he’s got the 
ability to be close to the 
players without being too 
close. 

“He can be strict when he 
wants to and can also share a 
joke, that’s a good trait and 
the players respond to it.” 

% ‘Another thing Tsekinis 

enjoys about his new club is 
the feel of less responsibility 
on his shoulders. 

“At the Sharks I always 
felt that there was a lot of 


pressure on me. 

“Here, I’m just another player. I’m just hoping to 
sneak around quietly and do my job.” 

Tsekinis admits that he had had an ordinary time of it 
last season but is confident that he has now turned it 
around. 

“T'm playing a lot better now, close to how I used to 
be.” 


Goalscoring shouldn't be a problem this season as 
‘Tsekinis sees it, 

“When you've got players like Fausto De Amicis, 
Paul Trimboli and Goran Lozanovski, you’re always 
going to get fantastic service. 

“Things are starting to fall into place for me and now, 
I just want to get back to scoring goals again and, 
hopefully, win the championship.” 

Not good news for the rest of the Ericsson Cup. 
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Australian News 


KIWI BACK FOR 
PERTH GLORY 


iant Kiwi defender Danny Hay will be back 

at Perth Glory this year, after red tape 

scupperred his moye to English club 
Crewe. 

Glory GM, the dynamic Roger Lefort said in a 
press statement that he was delighted with the return 
of the key defender but that it was bitter-sweet news 
given the player’s ambitions. 

“Danny has found that whole episode difficult of 
course — to be wanted and to be unable to take the 
chance because of red tape is frustrating, 

“We've had long discussions with him and Danny 
is committed to Glory and glad to have the matter 
sorted out, 

“Tam hopeful that in six months time Danny will 
have added a championship medal to his CV and will 
be even better equipped to make the transition to 
football in Europe.” 

Glory have also signed attacking midfielder Con 
Boutsianis (right top) from South Melbourne. 


ie (Tuesday 15 September) will see the draw 
for the Fouth Oceania Nations Cup. It is to be 
held at Suncorp Stadium, with Socceroo coach Raul 
Blanco and captain Alex Tobin in attendance. The 
tournament itself will be held in Brisbane this month. 
_ The winner goes through to the Confederations 
Cup with prize money exceeding two million. 


‘ason Culina, the tenacious little Puma midfielder 

has signed with Sydney Olympic. He joins his 
father Branko, who coaches Olympic, The fee for the 
18 year old Olyroo (pictured right) was around the 
$30,000 mark, Young Culina is now back in training 
after breaking his leg in a national team training 
camp. He is expected to be fully fit in four weeks 
time. 

Olympic are also beleived to be bringing in the 
Lionas their logo. Olympic Lions? Don’t rule it out! 

Still on Olympic, their new signing from Carlton, 
Adrian Cervinski, is lucky he is not a paraplegic 
according to club General Manager Frank Martin, 

The striker took a fall in a recent friendly, 
however, upon returning to Sydney after finalising his 
move in Melbourne, he complained of soreness. 

Subsequent tests have revealed a severely crushed 
vertebrae in his spine, He will be in a neck brace for 
six weeks, 

‘The player said in a press statement that “it was a 
real shock to know how close I was to being a 
paraplegi 

‘We wish the player a speedy and full recovery. 
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Perth Glory’s Danny Hay (on ball)... 


hhas re-signed with the club for 98/99. 


Pic by SportsWest media 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Vv EASTS 


Watson’s Eastern Suburbs Wanderers in a Gala 
Day to be staged at Sydney’s inner-west 
Wentworth Park in Glebe. 

‘Spirit's player-coach Graham Arnold said: “Believe 
me I’m treating Sunday’s match against Easts very 
seriously as J urgently need to play as many games as 
possible before the National League which starts very 
soon. 

“Thave assembled q brand new squad of 20 players who 


T Sunday Northern Spirit will clash against Joe 


| have all come to Spirit from various backgrounds and we 


need this tough match that will help gel my players into a 
real competitive outfit, 

“Pll be using my full-strength team against Easts who, 
under Joe Watson did extremely well to qualify for the 
Top Five play-offs after being promoted into the NSW 
Super League,” stated Amold. 

Early next week Arnold expects his latest and final 
signing, former Sydney United goalkeeper Peter Blazincic™ 
to fly in from China where he’s been playing the past three 
months, 

“We've played four matches so far without loss against 
Mittagong (16-2), Sutherland (5-1), Bathurst 75 (4-0) and 
against the Canberra Cosmos (3-1), so we've been 
travelling not too bad up to this stage. 

“We also played Manly in a midweek night match and I 
was most pleased that we attracted 3,000 fans at 


IN GLEBE 


Brookvale Oval But I still need a couple of more tough 
matches to really polish up our lads,” added Amold, 

Tough taskmaster Arnold has been driving his Spirit 
squad with gruelling double daily training sessions in 
preparing for his first assault in the Bricsson Cup. 

Arnold was full of praise for lan Crook the former 
Spurs defender who he'll be using as the Spirit’s sweeper. 

“He is the best passer of the ball in Australia today. Ian 
can crack a ball 55 metres that never rises more than a 
metre to ‘feed’ a player. With talented playmakers in 
‘Marusic Slater, plus Mark Rudan and Clayton Zane I think 
we'll be OK,” Amold concluded. 

Easts will be led by experienced NSL workhorse 
Matthew Dihm, plus Jason Bennett, Vadim Mikoutski and 
Craig Sharpley. 

Sunday's exhibition match will also serve as a 
Testimonial game for Easts’ 10 year veteran Rudi 
Jerkovic, To mark this special occasion the Eastern 
Suburbs ‘centurion’ will be presented with a special 
trophy prior to kick-off. 

Easts have planned a fantastic Gala Day with fun 
activities for the kids, with food and beverages which will 
also be readily available 

As a curtain raiser at Ipm, there will be an Over 35s 
clash between England and Scotland which also promises 
to be a cracker, 

Children under 16 gain free entry to Wentworth Park 
whilst pensioners will pay a nominal charge of just $5, 


-WELL-DONE | 


Last Wednesday night Wollongong Wolves raised almost $7,000 for the Lord Mayor's Appeal for those 


affected by recent floods in the area. Pictured is Wolves stars Alvin Ceccoli (left) and new striker 
Michael Brooks. In the foreground is flank flood victim Adam Thom and behind him is Lord Mayor 

David Campbell, The Ericsson Cup side beat the Olyroos 1-0 courtesy of a Matt Horsley goal. 
See Rebecca Stanton’s match report on page five. 
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AFRICA’S NEW 
MILLENNIUM? _ 


frican soccer brings a new dimension to the world game in terms of flamboyance and excitement. As 

African performances at World Cup tournaments have improved over the last 20 years, the world 

soccer community has come to realise the potential of Africa to have a decisive effect on the 

destination of the trophy. Soccer is a way of life in Africa. The support is passionate and success on 
the field can have an uplifting effect on the lives of those who might find little else about which to rejoice: 
Africa embraces diverse playing styles, with countries in the same geographical region tending towards a 
similar approach. 

‘The north African style used by the likes of Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia relies primarily on uncompromising 
defence, combined with good organisation and movement. Moving south, the playing style revolves more around 
deliberate buildup, utilising individual ball skills rather than teamwork to break down an opposition defence. 

‘The west African style as typified by the likes of Ghana, Cameroon and Nigeria is most spectacular to behold. 
Flair, skill, physical presence and athletic ability are combined, resulting in robust defence allied to a deadly and 
incisive cutting edge. 

‘The prestigious African Nations Cup is the blue ribbon event on the continent. The tournament is as old as the 
governing body, the Confederation of African Football (CAF), and grew from humble beginnings in 1957 to a 
tournament which now encompasses almost all African countries. 

Egypt were the dominant power in the early years of the Nations Cup. After joining FIFA in 1923, some 30 years 
ahead of most other African countries, Egypt proceeded to win the first two tournaments where the opposition was 
made up of Ethiopia and Sudan. 

‘The expansion of the tournament across the continent to include the central, western and southern regions saw 
Ghana, Ethiopia, Congo, Zaire, Sudan and Morocco enjoy Nations Cup success from 1962 to 1978, As the 
tournament grew further during the 1980s, Nigeria and Cameroon established themselves major continental powers. 

Victories for Algeria, Ivory Coast and South Africa in the 1990s illustrate how far the competition has come in 
terms of including all geographical areas on the continent. 

‘The initial appearances by African sides at the World Cup were largely unsuccessful. In Mexico in 1970, Morocco 
performed creditably, gaining a draw against Bulgaria. Zaire represented Africa in West Germany 1974 and finished 
without a point or a goal, as Well as being subjected to a 9-0 thrashing by Yugoslavia. 

In Argentina in 1978, a well organised Tunisia struck the first true blow for Africa. They defeated Mexico 3-1, 
and were unlucky to lose by a single goal to Poland after proving themselves technically superior. Their third match 
‘was a goalless draw with West Germany which could easily have resulted in victory. 

If Tunisia began the trend, then Algeria produced one of the most significant results in the history of African 
soccer four years later in Spain, With goals from Madjer and Belloumi, they defeated European powerllouse West 
Germany 2-1. Only a contrived result between West Germany and Austria saw them both qualify ahead of Algeria 
for the second round. 

Cameroon also made a significant impact in 1982 when they finished undefeated. After holding eventual 
champions Italy to a 1-1 draw, they were eliminated only on fewer goals scored. 

In 1986, Morocco won their first round group by defeating Portugal and holding England goalless before a narrow 
second round loss to West Germany. 

‘This was an indication of things to come and a forerunner of the best African performance in a World Cup finals 
tournament, by Cameroon at Italia 90, 

In the opening game against defending champions Argentina, Cameroon putAfrica firmly on the world soccer map 
with a 1-0 victory. Brutal in their defending, Cameroon suffered numerous suspensions, but still managed to progress 
by winning the group. 

In the second round they defeated Colombia, courtesy of a brace of goals from their superb 38-year-old striker, 
Roger Milla. In a dramatic quarterfinal against England, Cameroon led the match only to be beaten by two Gary 
Lineker penalties. 


nglish manager Ron Atkinson has emerged as the favourite to take over as South Africa's new 
national team coach but officials said they still want to speak to Brazilian Carlos Alberto Parreira 
before making a final decision. Atkinson met with South African Football Association officials in 
Johannesburg on Thursday and, according to chief executive officer Danny Jordan, left a 
favourable impression. 

"But we are still speaking to Parreira and want to sound him out before we announce our choice,” Jordaan told 
Reuters. 

He also said Ruud Krol would also be interviewed for the position in the next week, as well as Gordon Igesund, 
coach of South African club Manning Rangers. 

Atkinson spoke with officials for several hours in Johannesburg after flying in from London. 

"At this stage of my life, I am very keen to try my hand at international football," he told reporters afterwards. 

In London, the Daily Express quoted Atkinson as saying: "I have done a lot of things in a lifetime in football, 
managed big teams and been in charge of big-name players, but this would be a big new adventure, 

Something different, and it excites me. 

"As soon as I got off the plane and I feltall that sun on my face I thought, yep, this'll do for me.” 

‘Atkinson has coached at several English clubs including Manchester United, Sheffield Wednesday, Aston Villa, 
and Coventry as well as a brief spell at Atletico Madrid. 

He giided Manchester United to take F.A. Cup wins in 1983 and 1985 and twice won the League Cup with 
Sheffield Wednesday in 199] and Aston Villa in 1994. 

Parreira, who coached Brazil to the World Cup title four years ago, was last in charge of Saudi Arabia at the recent 
finals in France. 

He was fired after two defeats for Saudi Arabia in the opening round group, a stark contrast to 1994 when he led 
Brazil to victory in the World Cup Final. Krol, who is the Netherlands’ most capped international, is a former 
national team coach of Egypt and is now working with Cairo club side Zamalek. 

‘The South African Football Association are expected fo announce their choice in two weeks but it is unlikely the 
new coach will be in place for their opening African Nations Cup qualifier against Angola in Johannesburg on 
October 3, Caretaker coach Trott Moloto will name his squad for the match later on Friday. 

‘The new coach will be the eighth that South Africa have had in just over six years of intemational competition. 
Last coach Philippe Troussier did not have his contract renewed after a disappointing performance by South Africa at 
the World Cup finals in France, He signed a two-year contract with Japan this week. South Africa on Friday chose 
six uncapped players over Italian-based defender David Nyathi on Friday for the squad for next month's African 
Nations Cup qualifier against Angola. 


At USA 94, Nigeria proved that African soccer had truly matured when they overpowered eventual semifinalists 
Bulgaria 3-0 in an awesome display of physical and technical superiority. Nigeria went on to win the group but were 
unfortunate to come up against Italy in the second round. 

‘They came within minutes of eliminating the Italians, but fell victim to a defensive lapse and a moment of 
inspiration from Roberto Baggio. 

The woes of the African sides al France 98 are well documented. Although their results were below expectation, 
they brought individual brilliance and characteristic drama to the tournament, Both Cameroon and Morocco were 
unfortunate to be eliminated in controversial circumstances. 

The influence of African teams on the World Cup has increased steadily over the last 20 years. This can be traced 
toa long line of African players plying their trade with European teams in France, Belgium, Portugal, Germany and 
more recently England and Italy. 

Many have been a source of creative inspiration, such as Ghanaians Abedi Pele at Marseille and Anthony Yeboah 
at Eintracht Frankfurt and Leeds United. Current high profile African representatives at big European clubs are the 
great Liberian George Weah at AC Milan and Nigerians Victor Ikpeba at Monaco and Jay Jay Okocha at Paris St 
Germain. 

‘As the number of African players with European clubs increases, professionalism is engendered within the 
African scene and results improve on the international front. 

African players were among the stars of France 98. Jay Jay Okocha, Patrick Mboma and Moustapha Hadji are just 
some of those who made significant contributions. 

However, there are several negative components of the African setup which must be countered before the 
continent can produce a World Cup winner. Among the most destructive aspects are disorganisation, indiscipline, 
internal strife and political interference. 

For every positive effort by an African team there seems to be a counter-productive saga of internal squabbling. 
and rebellion. 

At France 98 South Africa rebelled against tough French coach Philippe Troussier, and there were signs of major 
dissention in the Nigerian camp, ultimately leading to their elimination by Denmark. Cameroon's chances at USA 94 
were destroyed by internal conflict and even in 1990 discontent within the camp accompanied their success. 

Indiscipline on the field is a recurring problem, particularly noticeable in the Cameroon teams at the last three 
tournaments. Multiple dismissals and bookings impede progress and make it impossible to field the strongest side in 
successive matches. ‘ 

African teams must also learn to integrate further tactical and clinical efficiency into their makeup. The issue is 
being addressed currently by many countries in employing coaches from Europe and South America, and should 
result in an increased level of professionalism and dedication, 

‘The high profile of soccer across the continent makes it a useful political vehicle, with a corresponding negative 
effect on the players. Interference with coaching and selection is widespread, while the withdrawals from 
tournaments for political reasons are quite common. 

However, in spite of these problems, Africa has made major advances and has grown in influence off the field as 
well. With over 50 nations now affiliated to the world body, FIFA, Africa wields significant influence within the 


game. 

‘While the African sides need to take on board some aspects of European soccer, their great strength lies in their 
roots. While they must digest the professional approach and tactical wisdom of Europe, this must constitute just the 
finishing touch to their sublime skills and instinctively natural game, 

If African flair can be merged with European efficiency in such a way that it galvanises a team into a focused, 
single minded and determined outfit, then an African team can win the World Cup sooner rather than later. 


By ee ores ue 

Caretaker coach Trott Moloto surprisingly left out Nyathi, who recently moved to 
was South Africa's outstanding player in the Confederations and Nations Cup finals. 

‘Also excluded from the 22-man squad were Brendan Augustine and Naughty Mokoena, who were sent home 
during the World Cup finals in France for indiscipline. Officials said they had been available for selection for the 
Oct, 3 match in Johannesburg, the opening match of the qualifying program. 

Of the uncapped players, only midfielder Vusi Mawcanga and striker Sibusiso Zuma have never been called up 
for the squad before. 

Moloto named 13 of the World Cup squad, although the country's leading goalscorer Phil Masinga was not chosen 
because of injury. 

Included in the list is Alfred Phiri, who was given a three-match suspension at the World Cup and will have to sit 
out the match against the Angolans and the next qualifier in Mauritius in January. 

But South African officials said on Friday they were unaware that the suspension had been carried over to the 
continental qualifiers. 


Meanwhile, in the Castle Cup Namibia beat Mozambique, 2-1 the goal scorers for the winning side were Tjikuzu 
and Shivute, while for Mozambique Paulito was their scorer. 
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BRAZILIAN 
MAGIC IN 
J-LEAGUE 


razilian Bentinho struck home a get-ahead 
shot to lead Kashiwa Reysol to a 3-1 victory 
over Cerezo Osaka for its fourth straight 
win in the J-League on Saturday. 

Bentinho hit a sparkling 20-meter shot on a free kick 
in the 86th minute after Bulgaria's 1994 World Cup top 
goal scorer Hristo Stoitchkoy's 48th- minute opener was 
equalized in the 78th. 

"T talked with Stoitchkov and decided to hit the free 
Kick,” said Bentinho. "We were able to do it as we had 
practiced. It was a good surprise attack." 

Bentinho’s tricky shot with Stoitchkov outwitted the 
Cerezo defenders, 

Harutaka Ono added un insurance goal in the 89th 
minute, 

The Reysol stood with a 4-0 win-loss record for 12 
points to lead the table with Urawa Red Diamonds, fol- 
lowed by 1995 champions Yokohama Marinos with the 
same record for 11 points, 


The Red Diamonds caused Vissel Kobe's 13th 
straight defeat with a 2-1 win thanks to rookie Shinji 
Ono's 73rd-minute equalizer and veteran Masahiro 
Fukuda’s decider in the 80th. 

Japan's international forward, Shoji Jo, scored twice 
as Marinos stormed back from two goals down to beat 
JEF United Ichihara 3-2. 

Dragan Stojkovic of Yugoslavia returned from the 
world selection role, reviving Nagoya Grampus Eight 
with a winning pass for Tetsuya Okayama in the 68th 
minute as they defeated Verdy Kawasaki 1-0. 

Granpus Bight has a 3-1 record with Consadole 
Sapporo, Sanfrecce Hiroshima and Gamba Osaka. 

Consadole blanked Kyoto Purple Sanga 2-0, 
Sanfrecce shocked 1996 champion Kashima Antlers 2-0, 
while Gamba lost to Yokohama Flugels 1-4 in a penalty 
shootout after drawing in regulation time 1-1. 


Top’ goal scorer of the season, Masashi Nakayama, 
added two more goals to lead Jubilo Iwata to a 2-1 win 
over Bellmare Hiratsuka, while Shimizu S-Pulse pow- 
ered past Avispa Fukuoka 6-0. 


‘wo hundred Japanese tourists turned up to watch 

their international playmaker Hidetoshi Nakata went 
through his paces in a training session with Perugia. 

Nakata made his Serie A debut on Sunday against 
reigning champions Juventus and three busloads of 
Japanese tourists arrived here from Assisi to watch the 


sana yg 


preparations. 

Many then headed for the ticket offices at the 27,000- 
capacity Curi stadium, only to come away empty-hand- 
ed as the match has been a sell-out for days. 

Nakata’s skills and a good reception by the usually 
skeptical Italian press have galvanized public interest 
here and excitement is growing in the central Italian city 
for Sunday's clash. 

The main cafe and meeting place for Perugia fans, 
Bar Sandri, this weekend has a range of cakes in the 
window, with one of them featuring the club's insignia 
and a rising sun in Nakata's honor. 


] Baars Philippe Troussier has been formally 
appointed as the new coach of Japan, Japan Football 
Association (JFA) officials said on Friday. 

Troussier signed a two-year contract until June 2000 
‘with a three-month option that would be implemented if 
Japan qualifies for the Sydney Olympics to be held in 
September of that year, JFA officials said. 


JLLEAGUE 


‘The JFA's board of directors unanimously voted for 
Troussier on Thursday to replace Japan's former coach 
Takeshi Okada who resigned after the team were elimi- 
nated after the first round of the World Cup Finals this 
summer. 

JFA officials said the 43-year-old who coached South 
Africa at the World Cup finals and who worked in 
Africa for 10 years, had been recommended to them by 
former Nagoya Grampus Eight manager Arsene 
Wenger, now in charge of English champions Arsenal. 

Wenger, who is working for the JFS as a technical 
adviser, had been a candidate himself for the Japan job 
until he confirmed he was staying with Arsenal in 
August. 

The Japanese team will play a home friendly with 
Egypt in Osaka on Oct. 28, in its first match under the 
new coach. 


ihailand and Indonesia were banned from inter- 

national soccer by Asia's governing body on 
Friday following their farcical match in last month’s 
‘Tiger 


Cup. 

Both had initially been fined $40,000 by the ASEAN 
Football Federation, the regional South Bast Asian 
body, after Indonesia scored a deliberate own goal to 
give Thailand a 3-2 victory in a group match both want- 
ed to lose. 

‘The fine was later reduced by the AFF to a withdraw- 
al of prize money to the two countries - who both lost in 
the semifinals - but the AFC were determined to act 
after worldwide condemnation, 

Peter Velappan, the general secretary of the AFC, 
said the suspension would continue until the issue was 
heard by the confederation’s disciplinary committee at 
the end of October, when further action may be taken. 

"The executive committee was very concemed with 
this farcical match," said Velappan. 

“Tt was a case of deliberate match fixing by Indonesia 
and Thailand and this match brought gross disrepute to 
the game of football and also to the image of Asian 
football.” 2 
| Velappan said 
the disciplinary 
committee would 
conduct a "thor- 
‘ough examination” 
of the match and 
that the ban would 
take immediate 
effect. 

The ban means 
neither side will be 
able to take part in 
any friendly or 
competitive 
matches until the 
| disciplinary committee files its report to the executive at 
its next meeting in Lebanon on October 23, 

Velappan stressed the ban would not effect 
Thailand's hosting of the Asian Youth Championships 
| in Chiangmai in the middle of October. 

‘The controversial Tiger Cup group match took place 
‘on Aug. 31, after both countries had previously said 
they did not want to win, and so face hosts and Cup 
favourites Vietnam in the semifinals. 

With the match level at 2-2 in injury time, Indonesian 
player Mursyid Effendi turned and shot into his own 
net, past a goalkeeper who made no attempt to save the 
shot. It meant Thailand won 3-2 but the Indonesian 
players and fans celebrated the goal that gave them their 
desired semifinal against outsiders Singapore. 

In the event Singapore won that match 2-1 and went 
‘on to the final where they beat Vietnam 1-0. Vietnam 
had beaten Thailand 3-0 in the other semifinal. 

Tn the aftermath of the match the entire Thai manage- 
ment team resigned while the Indonesians withdrew 
from the Asian Games’ soccer tournament, being held in 
Bangkok in December. 

Asian soccer's governing body said on Friday it 
would crack down on corruption and match-fixing, 


CORRUPTION 
CLEAN-UP 


Singapore will host a conference on match-fixing and 
the Asian Football Confederation will work with vari- 
ous government and anti-corruption agencies in an 
attempt to curb the problem. 

General secretary Peter Velappan said after a meeting 
of AFC's executive committee that the symposium 
would be held early next year. Countries who have suf- 
fered most at the hands of the bookmakers, including 
Hong Kong, would be invited to attend, 


mer Thai soccer coach Withaya Laohakul said that 

he hoped a decision by the Asian Football 

Confederation (AFC) to ban the country from interna- 

tional competition would only be a temporary punish- 
ment, 

‘Thailand and Indonesia were barred from all interna- 
tional soccer by Asian soccer's governing body on 
Friday following a farcical match in last month's Tiger 
Cup in Vietnam. 

Both had initially been fined $40,000 by the ASEAN 
Football Federation, the regional South East Asian 
body, after Indonesia scored a deliberate own goal to 
give Thailand a 3-2 victory in a group match both 
seemed determined to lose. 

"hope it (the ban) would not affect Thailand's par- 
ticipation in the Asian Games. With fingers crossed, it 
might be a yellow card, lasting only a month,” Withaya, 
who quit along with the entire Thai management team 
after the match, told Reuters. 

Bangkok is hosting the 13th Asian Games in 
December. 


AFC general secretary Peter Velappan said in Kuala 
Lumpur on Friday the ban on international friendly and 
competitive matches for both nations would last until 
the issue was reviewed by the AFC executive committee 
in Lebanon on October 23, 

The controversial match in Ho Chi Minh City on 
August 31 took place after both teams had previously 
said they did not want to win and face hosts Vietnam in 
the semi-finals, 

Velappan said; "It was a case of deliberate match fix- 
ing by Indonesia and Thailand and this match brought 
gross disrepute to the game of football.” 

Ex-coach Withaya, a celebrated ace in the Thai 
national team in the 1970s and 1980s before he played. 
professional soccer in Germany and Japan, was repen- 
tant but pleaded for understanding. 

"J really regret what has happened...but it is a normal 
tactic for soccer teams to try everything to get them- 
selyes to advance as far as possible in a tournament. 
This is a lesson for us," he said, 


AFT 


fer reaching lofty heights in France 98, Croatia 
came back down to earth in its opening European 
2000 qualifying game against Ireland. The une 
pected 2-0 loss in Dublin has brought severe cri 
cism of the team and, in particular, their coach Miroslav 
Blazevie. 

Blazevic received a lot of flak for his decision to play 
Juventus central defender, Igor Tudor, out of position as the right 
wing back. This choice was forced upon Blazevic as he had to 
play Mario Stanic, who filled the role in the World Cup, as a 
striker due to the absence of his first choice attackers (Boksic, 
Suker, Viaovic). 

The choice of Tudor as the replacement was greeted with 
scorn as Croatia Zagreb’s Tomislay Rukavina, playing the role 
for his team, has been one of the form players in the early part of 
the season, Rukavina was part of the squad-but spent the whole 
game on the bench, 

The two strikers, Stanic and Silvio Maric, were also attacked 
for their performances, Stanic’s impressive display in France has 
set a standard to which he did not rise in the game against 
Ireland, Even worst, frustration got the better of him resulting in 
ared card towards the end of the game. 


Asanovic .., played in the \rish disaster. 


More was expected of Maric, as well, after his devastating 
performance for Croatia, Zagreb against Celtic in the European 
Champions Cup qualifying game, 

Blazevie was further admonished for his selection of players 
carrying injuries, including Maric and Rukavina. Their coach, 
Kranjcar was adamant that the two players were healthy when 
they entered the national team camp. 

The two coaches became involved in a slanging match as 
Kranjcar was accused of putting a higher priority for his players 
on their European Champions Cup games rather than playing for 
Croatia. 

Blazeyic made further accusations against Kranjcar and 
Croatia of plotting a boycott of the national team by its players. 
He cited the example of current Croatia captain, Robert 
Prosinecki, and Igor Cvitanovic, their former striker, who have 
pledged not to play for the national team while Blazevie is in 
charge. 

‘The irony of the situation is that Blazevic’s most successful 
era as a club coach was during his stint as coach of Dinamo, 
Croatia’s previous name. 

National team captain, Zvonimir Boban, attempted to put 
‘some sanity into the situation when he posed the question, “are 
they playing for Blazevic or for their country”. He declared “ I 
am playing for Croatia”. 


iil. 

Boban... are they playing for Blazevic or for their 

country. 

n round five of the national league played last weekend 

Croatia Zagreb and Hajduk continued their domination with 
convincing away victories. 

Croatia made a strong recovery from its disastrous mid week 
loss to the amateur team, Dugo Selo, in the Croatia Cup to 
record a strong 4-0 victory against Mladost 127. 

Edin Mujcin scored two goals for Croatia while Australia’s 
Mark Viduka opened his league goal account in the 60th minute. 
Mihael Mikic completed the rout with a goal five minutes from 
the end. 

It was a similar story for Hajduk in its game against 
Varazdin's Varteks as they recorded a 4-1 win. Hajduk’s goals 
were scored by Dean Racunica, Zvonimir Deranja, Ivan Leko 
and Mate Baturina. Racunica’s goal was his fifth of the season 
and keeps him at the top of the goal scoring charts. 

Both Josip Skoko and Ante Seric played full games for 
Hajduk, with Skoko being one of their better players. These wins 
sees the two team retain their position in first and second posi- 
tion on the table. Croatia leads with a total of 13 points, two. 
point in front of Hajduk. 

roatian striker 

Petar Krpan 
signed a three-year 
contract with Sporting 
Lisbon on Friday, the 
club announced. 
Krpan, 25, a member 
of the Croatian squad 
at the World Cup 
finals in France, 
joined from Osijek. 

According to 
Portuguese news 
reports, Sporting paid 
450 million escudos 
($2.6 million) for the 
striker, who scored 13 
goals for his club last. 
season. European 
competitions resume 
this week with both Croatia Zagreb and Hajduk in action mid 
week. 

Hajduk face Italian team Fiorentina tonight (Sep 15th) in the 
UEFA Cup, while Croatia's Champions Cup aspiration begin 
with a Group A match against perennial European trophy win- 
ners, Holland’s Ajax tomorrow night (Sep 16th). Robert 
Prosinecki has been battling a back injury and is in a race against 
time to be ready for Croatia’s match against Ajax. 


PLAYING 


roatia has a large number of players 
earning a living by playing in other 
| European countries. Many of the bet- 

ter known players are with some of the 
biggest teams in the world. Davor Suker 
and Robert Jarni are with the Spanish 
giants, Real Madrid, while Croatia’s cap- 
tain, Zvonimir Boban, is with Italian super 
power, AC Milan. 

‘As well as these players, there are lots of 
others making strong impressions in the 
leagues across Europe, particularly in the 
strong German competition. 
| Igor Pamic has made a tremendous start for 

Hansa Rostock where he was top scorer after 
three rounds of the Bundesliga, Included in his 
list of goals was a brace of goals in a 3-3 draw 
against Bayer Leverkusen in the second round. 


Real's Suker 


Pamic spent most of last year on the bench 
but still managed to socre eight goals for the 
season. This season he seems to have 
impressed the manager enough to cement a 
starting position — his form has also impressed 
Croatian coach, Miroslav Blazevic and he was 
rewarded with a call up to the national team for 
the game against Ireland. 

Marijan Kovacevic, Pamic’s opponent in the 
game against Bayer Leverkusen, has also begun 
the Bundesliga season on a bright note. He 
scored from penalty in that match although, 
later on, he conceded an own goal. 

Borussia Monchengladbach contains two 
Croatian players, Zeljko Sopic and Sladan 
Asanin. They were both part of the line-up 


ABROAD 


when Borussia played against last year’s cham- 
pions, Kaiserslautern. Asanin scored the goal in 
a 2-1 loss and was one of his team’s better 
players. . 

Brothers, Nik and Robert Kovac, Zoran 
Mamic, and Boris Zivkovic are also part of the 
Bayer Leverkusen squad, alongside Kovacevic. 
Robert Kovac is a regular in the first eleven 
whilst the other three have been making irregu- 
lar appearances as substitutes, 

The recent match between Hamburg and 

Bochum also featured a number of Croatian 
players. Andrija Panadic played a full game for 
Hamburg and was one of its better players. 
Alen Petrovic was part of the Bochum line-up 
while Samir Toplak was left out of the loser's 
squad. 
In France, Robert Spehar has been unable to, 
break into the Monaco first team while 
Viadimir Petrovic played for Toulouse, ironi- 
cally, against Monaco. 

It is going to be difficult for Spehar to break 
into Monaco’s team as he has World Cup win- 
ners, Frenchmen Thierry Henry, David 
Trezegeut, as well as Nigeria's Victor Ikpeba 
vying with him for the striker roles. 


Derby's Igor Stimac 


Tn the recent game against Toulouse, Henry 
and Ikpeba were the starters while Trezegeut 
came on with twenty minutes to go. 

In England, Igor Stimac has been a regular 
in the Derby County line-up while Slaven Bilic 
has been absent from the Everton team due to 
injury. 


roatia Zagreb, the most powerful soc- 

cer club in Croatia, made an astonish- 

ing first round exit from the national 
cup when they were beaten by an amateur 
team. 

Dugo Selo, who play in the local county 
league, turned round a 2-0 halftime deficit to 
beat the cup holders 3-2 at home, 

“The players would do best to stay away 
from me for some time. There will be severe 
punishments,” Croatia’s president Zlatko 
Canjuga told reporters after the humiliating 
| defeat. 

The club completed the national league and 
cup double for the third time in a row in May. 
‘They have won the league four seasons out of 
seven since Croatia became independent in 
| 1991. 

Croatia took a 2-0 lead into the second half 
after goals from Mark Viduka, his first for the 
season, and his striking partner Tomislav 
Sokota.in the first half. 
| Their opponents scored soon after the start 


DAVID SLAYS GOLIATH 
IN THE CUP 


of the second half whilst an own goal by 
Croatia defender Tomislay Rukavina tied the 
scores in the 75th minute, 

‘The amateurs celebrated wildly when they 
scored the winner two minutes from the end of 
the game. 

Croatia, who face Ajax Amsterdam in the 
first match of the Champions Leage phase of 
the European Cup on Sept. 16, were without 
injured World Cup midfielder Robert 
Prosinecki. 

‘A number of other Croatia players were rest- 
ed from the game, including star striker Silvio 
Maric and the national team goalkeeper, 
Drazen Ladic. 

Croatia cross town rival, Zagreb were also. 
climinated when they were defeated on penal- 
ties by another amateur team, Slavonski Brod 
Croatia Zagreb’s Lineup: Butina (Vasilj, 46), 
Rukayina, Mladinic, Tokic, Saric, Jelicic, Bisan 
(Banovic, 56), Sokota (J. Simic, 80), 
Cvitanovic, Mikic, Viduka. 


ABSW 


0055 Ronaldo! news in brief 


onaldo is taking the editor of 

Italian newspaper "La Nazione” to 

court here after they splashed his 

mobile phone number on the front 
page. The Brazilian claims to have been 
inundated with annoying phone calls and 
even a few threats since the number 
appeared in an article on May 15, 

Ronaldo's lawyers are citing the paper for an 
“unacceptable intrusion into (his) private life" 
plus his financial losses, after the overwhelm- 
ing number of calls meant his agents were 
unable to keep in touch. 

"With the telephone continually engaged, it 
was impossible for his agents, managers and 
assistants to make contact, and prevented him 
from settling important business matters during 
a period — just before the World Cup finals of 
great financial and advertising activity,” the 
accusation reads, 

‘The size of the claim was not indicated, but 
Ronaldo's instructions are for any settlement to 
be entirely donated to charity, 

His lawyers are invoking article 35 of Italy's 
privacy laws, which carry a jail sentence of 
three months to two years in the case of a con- 
viction, 


The initial hearing of the case, which is 
directed against the paper's editor Andrea 
Biavardi and two of his reporters, will be on 
December 15. 
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referee is suing Brazilian star Bebeto (right) after 
he allegedly insulted him during a match, according 
to a news report Friday. Alvaro Quelbas claimed 
the striker called him a "thief" after he awarded a 
penalty against his side, Botafogo, last March, said the news 
agency Sport Press, 
Botafogo lost the game, part of an annual regional Rio tourna- 
ment, against Flamengo 3-0. 
"T can't let this pass," Quelhas reportedly said. He is suing for 
$24,000 (39,000 Brazilian reals), the agency said. 
Bebeto denies the accusation. 


razilian striker Juninho made a dramatic return to Spanish 
‘league action on Saturday, inspiring Atletico Madrid to a 2-0 
‘home win over Salamanca after coring on as a substitute. 
Real Madrid maintained their 100 percent record with a 1-0 
victory at Valladolid. 


= giants Flamengo are promising fans their money back if 
the team loses again. 

Flamengo vice-presi- 
dent Michel Assef said 
the club was slashing 
ticket prices for the 
match against 
Portuguesa at the 
Maracana stadium to an 
average of around $2.50 
but refunds would be 
given in the event of a 
defeat, 

To get their money 
returned, supporters 
would simply have to present their used tickets at the ticket win- 
dow before the next game the following week, he said, 

Flamengo claim to be Brazil's - and the world’s - most popular 
club but a run of eight games without a win has seen them slump 
to near the relegation zone in the Brazilian championship. 

‘Their top player, Romario, has also been in miserable form. 

The loyalty of the supporters came under question after just 
791 paid to watch the team's last home game against Argentina's 
Boca Juniors in the Copa Mercosur, 

Boca fielded their reserve team because of fixture congestion 
but still recorded an easy 2-0 win. Brazilian results and standings 
are below. 


Mees Serbian coach Velibor 'Bora’ Milutinovic, 
who coached Nigeria at the World Cup finals, is mulling 
over an offer from Costa Rica, media reports, 
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Bragantino 1, Corinthians 0 
Palmeiras 2, Fiamengo 1 
Gremio 2, Vitoria 1 

Vasco da Gama 2, Cruzeiro 0 
Portuguesa 5, Botafogo 2 
Atletico Mineiro 1, Sao Paulo 0 
Santos 0, Sport Recife 0 


The head of the Costa Rican Football Federation (Fedefutbol) 
Roberto Briceno and the treasurer of the federation’s executive 


committee, Manuel Ruiz, were expected to thrash out contract 
details with Milutinovic next week. 

The Costa Ricans see Milutinovic, who coached the side 
through to the second round of the World Cup at Italia 90, as the 
man to spearhead their campaign for the 2002 event in Japan and 
South Korea. 

Milutinovic coached Mexico in the 1986 finals, then took over 


" Costa Rica before leading the United States to the second phase 


in 1994. 


oo 
dieristional 1, Guarani 3 

Ponte Preta 1, Juventude 0 

Parana 1, Atletico Paranaense 0 
America-Natal 0, Coritiba 1 
America-Belo Horizonte 1, Goias 0 
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EURO 2000 
SUMMARY 


here were no league games in Greece last week as 

the nation’s attention was focused on the Euro 2000 

qualifiers. It was coach Iordanescu’s debut in the 

international (competitive) arena as coach of 
Greece and it must be said that high hopes are being enter- 
tained for Greece’s qualification for the final stages. All in 
all it was a fine effort by the team playing under a new coach 
but the laurels of victory belong to Cyprus who turned the 
soccer World on its collective ear and posed the question 
(again): “What is wrong with the Spanish team?” 


GREECE DRAWS 2.2 
WITH SLOVENIA 


reece drew 2-2 with Slovenia in their European champi- 
fonship group two opening qualifying.match in Athens yes- 
terday. Zladko Zahovie scored twice for Slovenia while Greece 
scored with Nikos Machlas from the penalty spot in the 55th 
minute and with Costas Frantzeskos three minutes later. 
Slovenia dominated the midfield and opened the scoring in 
the 19th minute, Machlas’s equaliser was his 12th goal for the 
Greek national team. 
Halftime substitute Frantzeskos, a free kick specialist, put the 
Grecks ahead with an, impressive effort from 25 metres. 
Zahovie put the match level after hitting the ball over goal- 
keeper Ilias Atmatzides in the 63rd minute, 


CYPRUS SHOCKS 
SPAIN 3-2 


Ces pulled off a stunning 3-2 victory over Spain in its 
European Championship group six qualifier, 

The unfancied Cypriots outplayed their illustrious visitors 
from the start and well deserved their most important victory in 
international competition. 

Milenko Spoljaric was the key man for the home side, the 
Apollon Limassol midfielder creating one goal and scoring 
another. 

Panayiotis Engomitis opened the scoring for Cyprus just 
before halftime with a superb chip and it went 2-0 ahead just 
after the break, Sinica Gogic slotting home from Spoljaric's 
pass. 


aa 


Spain came back with a goal from Raul Gonzalez. but Cyprus 
put the game out of reach with its third from the head of 
Spoljaric. The visitors managed another goal six minutes from 
time, from the always impressive Fernando Morientes, but it 
Was too late to prevent a famous win for Cyprus and another 
disaster for Spain, which went out of the World Cup in the first 
round. 
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BAJEVIC SUSPENDED 


Dusan Bajevie (right), has had a 15-day, two-match 

suspension lifted after the league decided his punish- 
ment for insulting league officials hurt the team more than 
him, 


T: coach of Greek champions Olympiakos Piraeus, 


Dusan Bajevic instead received a written censure. The 
‘Yugoslav was initially banned from the bench for graphically 
criticising a league decision to play Olympiakos's first league 
match, against Apollon Athens, in Trikala, in the far north of 
Greece, because of stadium work, 

‘The match fell between an Olympiakos friendly in Spain and 
a Champions’ League qualifying fixture in Cyprus and Bajevic 
‘was unhappy that his team faced extra travel. 

In the event, the match with Apollon was held nearer to 
Athens, in Corinth, and Olympiakos won 5-2. 

Heard it through the grapevine... 

Whenever somebody asks Vasilis Daniil about Thanasis 
Kolitzidakis and George Georgiadis he gets the same response 
from the coach, He always says “don’t involve me”. 

Sinisa Gogic, who starred for Cyprus in the match against 
Spain, has made a bet with himself to become a starter with the 
team of Olympiakos. Lately Dusan Bajevic has been noticing 
the improvements that Gogic has made and is considering to 
make him a starter. 

Tt seems that Kristof Warzecha loves the island of Rhodes. It 
is said that he is expanding his business to that island so he can 
be there as much as he can, 

Dragoslay Stepanovic has “leaked” information to close 
friends that this year’s starting line-up will be changing after 
the 8th game! 

Tonikos player Cornelius is close friend with Ocacha 
(Nigerian World Cup International), Ocacha was one of the 
players that Olympiakos was considering for trade, 

Mark Robins, the English player from Panionios is thinking 
of suing his former club. The reason? They were late in giving 
him his free agency ... 


Week in, week out we read about the antics of coaches, the 
dummy spits of star players and the on-going sagas of clubs, 
But what re these clubs? 

What is their history, pedigree and noteworthy successes. 
Over the next few months we wil be giving very brief looks 
tothe clubs that make up the wonderful world of Greek soccer. 


ies Ttalian boy who had a dream come 
true by joining AC Milan's schoolboy team is 
giving it all up to be closer to his sick mother, the 
Italian press reported. 

Walter Tedesco, who lives at Pavia, south of 
Milan, cannot bear to be away from his mother, who 
has been ill for the past year. 

"The thought of my mum being ill counted for 
more than anything else,” Tedesco said. 

“Thad to go training twice a week and then play a 
match, 1 used to get home from school at one o'clock 
in the afternoon and leave half an hour later. And T 
was never home before half past seven at night. 

"Tt was a lot of work, but I was willing to do it and 
Tcould have reconciled football with school. But I 
‘was always thinking about mum.” 

‘After scoring 24 goals for AC Milan's schoolboys 
team last season, Tedesco will return to his local 
parish team Don Orione, where he was first spotted 
by a talent scout. 


O: the eve of the new Italian season, AC Milan 
‘coach Alberto Zaccheroni has learned just how 
difficult a task he faces in steering the once all-con- 
quering club back to the top of Italian and European 
soccer, 

Playing their first competitive game under 
Zaccheroni, Milan were beaten 2-0 by second divi- 
sion Torino in an Italian Cup second round first leg 
match in Turin on Tuesday. 

"With the beginning of the championship just a 
couple of days away it seems that we are behind on 
all fronts," Zaccheroni, recruited from unfashionable 
Udinese to lead a Milan renaissance, said after the 
game, 

‘The club, owned by former Italian Prime Minister 
and media tycoon Silvio Berlusconi, expects 
Zaccheroni to guide it back to the halcyon days of a 
decade in which Milan won the European Cup three 
times und the Italian league five times. 

‘The winning touch deserted them two seasons ago. 
Milan finished 11th and 10th in the last two Serie A 
championships and failed to qualify for European 
competition, 

Zaccheroni will now try to succeed where Fabio 
Capello, Arrigo Sacchi and Uruguayan Oscar 
Washington Tabarez have all failed in the last two 
years. 

His most obvious immediate task will be to blend 
a squad of old and new. 

Italy captain Paolo Maldini, Croatia captain 
Zvonimir Boban and Italy internationals Demetrio 
Albertini and Alessandro Costacurta are the only sur- 
vivors from the Milan side of the early 90s which 
‘won four league titles and one European Cup under 
Capello. 

They will be joined by newcomers such as 
German striker Oliver Bierhoff, Argentine striker 
Andres Guglieminpietro, German goalkeeper Jens 
Lehmann, Argentine defender Roberto Ayala, French 
defender Bruno N'Gotty and Danish midfielder 
Thomas Helveg. 

‘Add existing squad players such as Liberian strik- 
er George Weah, Brazilians Andre Cruz and 


Leonardo and Frenchman Ibrahim Ba and clearly 
Zaccheroni has a wealth of talent at his disposal. 

A coach since 1982, Zaccheroni has worked his 
way up the grades starting with the youth team at 
third division Cesenatico and going on to coach ama- 
teur and lower division sides such as Riccione, San 
Lazzaro, Baracca, Venezia and Cosenza. 

His big breakthrough came in 1995 at Udinese. 
‘The club were normally Serie A relegation candi- 
dates but Zaccheroni led them to fifth place in 1997 
and third in 1998 and took them into European com- 
petition for the first time in their history. 5 
lohan Lazio discovered just hours before kick- 

off last Wednesday that their new $30-million 
striker Christian Vieri cannot make his Italian Cup 
debut because of a ban dating back two years. 

Vieri, who has just arrived from Atletico Madrid, 
had been looking forward to his first official match 
for Lazio alongside fellow newcomer Marcelo Salas 
of Chile and Roberto Mancini. 

Preparing for the second round tie against 
Cosenza, team coach Sven Goran Eriksson has mean- 
while spent the past week tailoring training sessions 
for the international striker, 

But club officials realised just hours before kick- 
off that a one-match cup suspension handed out in 
December 1996 during Vieri’s spell at Juventus had 
never been served. 

Juventus were beaten by Inter Milan in the match 
where Vieri picked up the ban and were knocked out 
of the competition; He could not serve the suspension 
the following season, having joined Atletico in 
Spain. 


4b general secretary of Italy's dope testing labora- 
tory was suspended for one month on Wednesday 
in the wake of a scandal over drugs testing of the 
country's footballers. 

The action against Emilio Gasbarrone tame at an 
emergency meeting here of the national Olympic 
committee (CONI), which governs sport in Italy and 
which appointed the laboratory at Acqua Acetosa 
near Rome. 


po for the first time since a disappointing 
World Cup final, Brazilian star Ronaldo was 
rusty Wednesday as Internazionale of Milan beat 
Cesena 1-0 in an Italian Cup game. 

Ronaldo, back from what he has called the longest 
layoff of his career, stayed in the game for the full 90 
minutes and showed only glimpses of the form that 
has earned him two straight FIFA world player of the 
year awards. 

‘The 21-year-old had one apparent goal waved off 
in the second half because of a teammate's foul. 


Mi signings by Italian Serie A clubs: season start- 
ing on Saturday (tabulate under player, nationality 
if foreign, position, former club, fee as known or report- 
ed): 

Bari: Peter Knudsen, Denmark, forward, FC 
Copenhagen, $1.1 million Michael Madsen, 
Denmark, midfielder, FC Copenhagen, $1.1 million 


Daniel Andersson, Sweden, midfielder, Malmo, $1.1 
million Yksel Osmanovski, Sweden, forward, 
Malmo, $1.1 million. 

Bologna: Christophe Sanchez, France, forward, 
Montpellier, $1.1 million Giuseppe Signori, striker, 
Lazio, on loan Klas Ingesson, Sweden, midfielder, 
Bani, free 

Cagliari: Patrick Mboma, Cameroon, forward, 
Gamba Osaka, $1.7 million David Nyathi, South 
Africa, defender, St Gallen, $900,000 Mohammed 
Kallon, Sierre Leone, forward, Inter Milan, on loan 

Empoli; none 

Fiorentina: Joerg Heinrich, Germany, defender, 
Borussia Dortmund, $13.7 million Guillermo Amor, 
Spain, midfielder, Barcelona. $600,000 Moreno 
Torricelli, defender, Juventus, $6.8 million Tomas 
Repka, Czech Republic, defender, Sparta Prague, 
$45 million 

Inter Milan: Nicola Ventola, striker, Bari, $14.7 
million Andrea Pirlo, forward, Brescia, $6.8 million 
Roberto Baggio, forward, Bologna, $2.0 million 
Ousmane Dabo, France, forward, Rennes, free 
Sebastien Frey, France, goalkeeper, Cannes, $1.7 
million 

Juyentus: Zoran Mirkovic, defender, Atalanta 
Berganio, $3.9 million Jocelyn Blanchard, France, 
midfielder, Metz, $2.7 million Patrick Muller, 
Switzerland, midfielder, Servette, $1.7 million Igor 
Tudor, Croatia, defender, Hadjuk Split, $4.5 million 

Lazio: Christian Vieri, striker, Atletico Madrid, 
$28 million Marcelo Salas, Chile, striker, River 
Plate, $19.7 million Ivan de la Pena, Spain, midfield- 
er, Barcelona, $17 million Dejan Stankovic, 
Yugoslavia, midfielder, Crvena Zvezda (Red Star) 
Belgrade, $14 million Sinisa Mihajlovic, Yugoslavia, 
defender, Sampdoria, $12.4 million Sergio 
Conceicao, Portugal, midfielder, Porto, $10.1 million 
Fernando Couto, Portugal, defender, Barcelona, $2.3 
million 

AC Milan: Bruno N'Gotty, France, defender, 
Paris St Germain, $3.7 million Andres 
Guglielminpietro, Argentina, midfielder, Gymnasia, 
$5.6 million Roberto Ayala, Argentina, defender, 
Napoli, $8.5 million Oliver Bierhoff, Germany, strik- 
er, Udinese, $14.1 million Thomas Helveg, 
Denmark, midfielder, Udinese, $9.6 million Jens 
Lehmann, Germany, goalkeeper, Schalke 04, $2.8 
million 

Parma: Diego Fuser, midfielder, Lazio, $6.8 mil- 
lion Juan Veron, Argentina, midfielder, Sampdoria, 
$19.7 million Alain Boghossian, France, midfielder, 
Sampdoria, $7.9 million Luigi Sartor, defender, Inter 
Milan, $6.8 million Abel Balbo, Argentina, striker, 
AS Roma, $3.4 million c 

Perugia: Hidetoshi Nakata, Japan, midfielder, 
Bellmare Hiratsaka, $4.5 million Ze Maria, Brazil, 
defender, Parnta, free 

Piacenza: none 

AS Roma: Dmitry Alenichev, Russia, midfielder, 
Spartak Moscow, $6.8 million Ivan Tomic, 
Yugoslavia, midfielder, Partizan Belgrade, $4.5 mil- 
lion Pierre Wome, Cameroon, midfielder, Lucchese, 
$1.1 million Gustayo Bartelt, Argentina, forward, 
Lanus, $7.3 million 
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Salernitana: Rigobert Song, Cameroon, defender, 
Metz, $3.9 million Drazen Bolic, Yugoslavia, 
defender, Partizan Belgrade, $850,000 

Sampdoria: Ariel Ortega, Argentina, midfielder, 
Valencia, $13 million Alessandro Grandoni, mid- 
fielder, Lazio, $5.6 million Bratislav Zivkovic, 
Yugoslavia, defender, Crvena Zvezda (Red Star) 
Belgrade $1.7 million Zoran Jovicic, Yugoslavia, 
forward, Crvena Zvezda (Red Star) Belgrade, $1.7 
million 

Udinese: Morten Bisgaard, Denmark, midfielder, 


ibi, goalkeeper, AC Milan, 
$3.4 million Kenneth Zeigbo, Nigeria, striker, Legia 
Warsaw, $2.3 million 

Vicenza: none 
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ew German lamb to the slaugh- 

ter, sorry, national coach, Erich 

Ribbeck has been given the seal 

of approval by none other than 
De Kaiser. 

“Erich Ribbeck is a good choice," said 
Franz Beckenbauer after the rather unexpect- 
ed appointment of the discreet 61-year-old 
former Bayern Munich coach, 
"He has a good reputation and 
has proved over decades that he 
‘ean cope with the job." 

With the start of Germany's 


left at ground level by Vogts after his ageing 
stars failed to shine in France. 


"His main duty is to calm things down and | 


to start working on the team's reconstruction 
together with the clubs as well as the media," 
said Beckenbauer, who led Germany to their 
third and last World Cup triumph in 1990 in 
Italy. 


qualifying campaign for the 
2000 European championship 
fast approaching, Berti Vogts’ 
sudden resignation left the 
German Soccer Federation 
(DEB) little time to find a suc- 
cessor, 

Ribbeck and former interna- 
tional Uli Stielike, who was. 
named assistant coach, must get 
to work straight away to pre- 
pare for Germany's first qualifi- 
er, away to Turkey on October 
10. 


The pair were chosen 
because both have an inside 
knowledge of the national 
team's structure — Ribbeck 
was the assistant of head coach 
Jupp Derwall from 1978 to 
1984 while Stielike was for- 
merly in charge of Germany's 
youth team, 

But DEB officials acknowl- 
edged that they also had decid- 


ed on the two because others 
wer unavailable. 

DFB president Egidius Braun 
hoped to persuade Jupp Heynckes to take the 
job but the former Real Madrid coach, 
whose wife Iris is in hospital with circulation 
problems, tumed down the offer. 

Bundesliga coaches Christoph Daum, 
Ottmar Hitzfeld and Otto Rehhagel were 
also touted as possible replacements but all 
three are tied to their clubs, 

DFB vice-president Gerhard Mayer- 
Vorfelder told soccer magazine ‘Kicker’ 
that Kaiserslautern coach Rehhagel was his 
favourite candidate, 

"With his experience and his proven abili- 
ty to deal with the media, he would have 
been the number one,” Mayer-Vorfelder 


said, 

Only once before, when Derwall stepped 
down after Germany's poor showing at the 
1984 European championship, has a national 
coach resigned before the end of his con- 
tract. 

Unlike Vogts or Beckenbauer, Ribbeck 
achieved little as a player with spells at SSV 
1904 Wuppertal, city rivals Wuppertal SV 
and Viktora Cologne. 

But he then embarked on a prolific coach- 
ing career, taking care of most of the 
Bundesliga’s finest sides, notably Bayern 
Munich from 1992 to 1993. 

"Sir Erich," as he is nicknamed for his 
fairness and politeness, also coached 
Eintracht Frankfurt, Borussia Dortmund, 
Kaiserslautern and Bayer Leverkusen, whom 
he guided to UEFA Cup success in 1988, He 
went into semi-retirement in 1996 after being 
sacked by Leverkusen. 

Ribbeck, whose contract runs until Euro 
2000, now faces the daunting task of imple- 
menting the necessary rebuilding programme: 


Uli Stielike (left) assistant German coach with new 


coach Erich Ribbeck, 


Tt remains to be seen whether Ribbeck will 
gamble by picking untested players or will 
recall members of the old guard recently cast 
aside by Vogts like Thomas Haessler, 
Juergen Kohler and Andreas Moeller, 


Berti Vogts ... finally gave way to 
public pressure and quit the 
national job. 


"T will start by talking to a lot of players, 
including those who have signalled their 
intention not to play in the national team any 
more," he said, hinting some of the veterans 
could soon be back. 


_BREAKAWAY STYMIED 


‘EFA president Lennart Johansson said he was con- 
fident that UEFA’s plans to reform their club com- 
petitions would prevent the creation of a break- 
away European Super League. 

Johansson told a news conference that the formation of such a 
private league and excessive commercialisation was a threat to 
the sport’s future. "We are not looking for a compromise. We are 
not going to cooperate with a private league,” he said. "There is a 
risk that the soul of football...is getting lost and if something like 
this should happen we will all suffer.” 

Johansson, visiting Turkey for the 75th anniversary celebra- 
| tions of the Turkish Football Federation, said European clubs 

generally shared these concerns and were open to proposals from 
| UEFA. 

"We are not nervous at all. Even the clubs concerned are ask- 
ing us for a solution...I think we have the majority behind us," he 
said. "If they are so interested, why have they not signed for this 

| tremendous amount of money? Because they are clever people 
and they want to see the alternatives.” 

The UEFA head said a task force would present a proposal on 
| the future format of European competitions to its executive com- 
| mittee early in October. The committee is meeting in Lisbon on 
October 6-7 and a package of measures, designed to take effect 
| in 2000, is expected to be ready by the end of the year. 
| Among measures under consideration are the re-distribution 
| of finance and the possibility of wild cards for major clubs in the 
| Champions League. 
| UEFA has also indicated that it might merge the UEFA Cup 
| and Cup Winners’ Cup competitions. 
| The task force was working in co-operation with five major 
| clubs, all former European champions — Juventus, Liverpool, 

Bayem Munich, Ajax Amsterdam and Olympique Marseille. 


Johansson said any clubs attracted by the Super League pro- 
ject which signed up with organisers Media Partners before 
UEFA presented their new plans would automatically exclude 
themselves from the UEFA statutes. 

He added that, UEFA had the ability to use sanctions against 
players and clubs if a breakaway takes place, but hoped to avert 
such a situation, 

"The (sanctions) tool is there, but we should not go in that 
direction...I avoid making threats and thinking that we can't win 
the game. We are here to win the game." 

UEFA's stance on sanctioning players, or clubs, who joined 
any breakaway league would likely be rigoursly challenged by 
the European Union in Brussels who would certainly challenge 
UEFA on grounds of restrictive trade practices, 

The Super League project revived concerns about the amount 
of matches which clubs were required to play and the broadcast- 
ing of matches on pay-per-view television — a move which 
UEFA would oppose unless it found wide public support. 

"Our matches should be shown all over the place on free tele- 
vision...1 doubt that we will go for pay-for-view," he said. 

“People on the streets, the spectators, the fans, the clubs, all 
are against a break-up of a few from the football family," he said. 

Asked about Manchester United's agreement to a $1 billion 
takeover by Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB, Johansson said that the 
views of local people in England were more important than his 
opinions. B 

But he repeated his concerns about commercialisation inter- 
fering with the "sporting criteria’ at football clubs. 

“It is when they interfere in the sporting criteria that I get wor- 
ried...Otherwise 1 am not here to criticise Mr Murdoch, I think he 
knows what he is doing,” Johansson concluded, 
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RIOTS IN BELGIUM 


hirteen policemen were injured, one of them 
seriously, in clashes with Anderlecht fans 
during a Belgian first division match 
against Club Bruges on Wednesday, police 
said, 

Police made six arrests and detained 33 others in 
incidents which started when a few hundred frustrated 
fans poured into the streets after defending champions 
Bruges took a 3-0 lead, a police spokesman said, 

"Police were hurt by safety barriers and chairs that 
were launched at them,” Lieutenant Eric Froidmont 
said. 

Police, who had cordoned off the main entrance and 
gates for visiting Bruges fans, used water cannon to dis- 
perse the crowds, 

Nearly 600 police in riot gear, some on horseback, 
had been drafted for the match, Which was billed as high 
sisk after last season's fixture sparked violence. 

Bruges had refused to sell tickets for the game after 
they were told they would have to pay for any damage 
caused by the fans. The 2,500 Bruges fans bought their 
tickets at Anderlecht. 

Anderlecht Deputy Manager Robert De Pot said three 
gates had been wrecked but said it was too early to give 
a full assessment of the damage. 

‘The defeat of Anderlecht, who fought back to 3-2 and 
tepeatedly came close to equalising in the dying min- 
utes, kept them bottom of the 18-team division. 

Dutch and Belgian interior ministers remain worried 

about ticketing for the European Championships in 
2000 and the sale of tickets is likely to be delayed, a 
Euro 2000 spokesman said on Thursday. 

‘The organisers of Euro 2000, to be co-hosted by the 
Belgians and the Dutch, had wanted to begin sales this 
autumn, 

‘They have stressed they will not repeat the French 
World Cup policy of benefitting local soccer fans, but 
the respective interior ministers, who met on Thursday, 
have said they are more concerned with the safety 
implications. 

Belgium's Louis Tobback and Dutch counterpart 
Bram Peper plan to discuss the matter with the organis~ 
ers towards the end of October. Euro 2000 had suggest- 
ed it hoped to have cleared up all issues by then. 

"The start of ticketing is uncertain, but we will be 
giving priority to forming a definitive plan.... We are 
hoping that a decision can be reached sooner rather than 
have to wait for six or seven weeks,” said Buro 2000 


One loose end that has been tied up is the length of 
the tournament. 

Both Tobback and Peper have agreed the competition 
will last three weeks as originally planned. 

Peper, partly under pressure from police unions, had 
suggested earlier this year he favoured a shorter tourna- 
ment, 


omania’s Gheorge Hagi scored three goals for 

the World All Stars, a team comprising many 

internationals playing for Turkish clubs, while 

Turkey's first two goals came from two Bosnian- 
born players. 

Elvir Balic, who plays for Fenerbahce, opened the 


scoring in the 24th minute with a powerful shot but the | 


World team hit back five minutes later when Hagi, who 
plays for Turkish giant Galatasaray, fired his first. 

The World team suffered an early setback when it's 
Brazilian goalkeeper Claudio Andre Taffarel -- a team- 
mate of Hagi at Galatasaray -- was sent-off for fouling 
‘Ayhan Akman in the penalty area. 


He was replaced by Jacques Songo’o of Deportivo La 


Coruna, who couldn't save the penalty attentpt by Elvir 
Bolic which resulted from Taffarel’s foul, and the Turks 
took a 2-1 lead. 

‘The Turkish All Stars increased its lead to 3-1 in the 
69th minute but it was erased as the World All Stars 
scored two goals in five minutes, Hagi netting his sec- 
ond in the 70th minute and Frenchman Jean-Pierre 
Papin slamming the equalizer in the 74th minute. 

Galatasaray's Umit Davala scored a fourth goal for 
the Turks in the 87th minute but Hagi made a hat-trick 
three minutes later, right on full-time, when he drove a 
penalty into goal to level the score. 


‘eteran Luis Aragones has been offered the 
job of Spain’s national team coach. The 
Spanish Football Federation offered 
Aragones the post following the departure 
of Javier Clemente, whose position became untenable 
| after a shock 3-2 defeat to Cyprus in a European 
championship qualifier. (See profile on this page). 

But Aragones, who left his last job at Real Betis dur- 
ing the pre-season for personal reasons, asked for a short 
time to make up his mind. 

“Every coach in the world wants to lead their national 
team — it's a sweet, something sensational,” he said. 

“But it’s also a huge responsibility and you have to 
| think about it. As a professional I have to consider this 
carefully.” 

Aragones, 60, is Spain’s most experienced coach, 
having been in charge of 611 first team games in the 
Spanish first divsion, 

‘After a playing career in which he won 11 caps, he 
has managed Atletico Madrid, Espanyol, Barcelona, 
Seville and Valencia, as well as Betis. 5 

An affable figure, Aragones would enjoy the support 
of the Spanish press and public — something that 
Clemente struggled to achieve in a difficult six-year 
reign as national coach. 


razilian Juninho made a dramatic return to 

Spanish league action on the weekend, inspiring 
Atletico Madrid to a 2-0 home win over Salamanca 
| after coming on as a substitute, 

Real Madrid maintained their 100 percent record with 
a 1-0 victory at Valladolid. 

But the European Cup winners were hit by the late 
| sending-off of Roberto Carlos (right), who will miss 
| next week's crunch clash with Barcelona, 

Juninho’s appearance in the second half following an 
ankle injury galvanised Atletico, who had struggled to 
| make headway in a drab first half. 

The former Middlesbrough forward’s busy presence 
in the Salamanca area brought an early reward as he 
won a penalty within two minutes of the restart. 

That was converted by Yugoslav midfielder Vladimir 
Jugovic and Atletico increased their lead four minutes 
later, with Juninho again at the heart of the action. 

‘The diminutive player found Carlos Aguilera in space 
and the defender centred for Kiko to steer home. 

Atletico were made to battle by a willing Salamanca 
side but the Madrid club were always in control, despite 
the sending-off of Italian defender of Stefano Torrisi 


JAVIER CLEMENTE 


pee on Javier Clemente, right, who stepped 
down as Spain's national coach on Thursday: 


1950; Born March 12, Barakaldo, Spain 1974: Forced to 
abandon a promising playing career as a striker with 
Athletic Bilbao at the age of 24 because of a knee 


injury. 

1978: Returned to Athletic Bilbao as assistant coach. 
1981: Became first-team coach at Athletic Bilbao. 
1983; Guided Athletic to Spanish league title - their first 
championship since 1956. 

1984: Completed league and cup double, 1986; Left 
Athletic to become coach of Espanyol. 

1988: Took Espanyol to the UEFA Cup final against 
Bayer Leverkusen, winning the home leg 3-0 but losing 
the return by the same score and eventually losing on 
penaltic 
1988: Sacked by Espanyol. 

1990: Left Atletico Madrid after just six months in 
charge following a run-in with volatile president Jesus 
Gil. 

1991: Returned to Athletic Bilbao but left after a run of 
poor results. 

1992: Had final spell as coach of Espanyol, joining with 
the team in relegation trouble in January but succeeded 
in keeping them up. 

1992: Took over as national team coach from Vicente 
‘Miera after Spain's failure to qualify for the European. 
Championship in Sweden, 

1992: First game in charge; 1-0 win over England in a 
friendly in Santander. 

1993: Caused a storm when he dropped his shorts to 
reveal his backside to photographers who had gained 
entry to a closed training session. 

1994: Reached quarterfinals in USA'94. 

1996: Spain lost to England on penalties in Buro'96 
quarterfinals 


1998: January 28; 31-match unbeaten run (excluding 
penalties defeat to England) brought to an end by 1-0 
defeat to France in friendly to inaugurate Stade de 
France. ; 

September 10: Resigns as Spanish national manager 
after first round World Cup elimination and five days 
after losing 3-2 to Cyprus in opening Euro'2000 qualif- 
er. 


(Overall record as national team coae 
Played: 62, Won: 36, Drawn: 20, 


with 10 minutes to go. 

Real's victory, in a hard-fought clash with Valladolid, 
came courtesy of a Pedrag Mijatovic header. 

‘The Yugoslav international was unchallenged as he 
notched his second goal of the season following good 
work down the left from Fernando Morientes. 


Tie fayourites Bayern Munich kept up their 
strong form with a comfortable 2-0 victory away 
to promoted SC Freiburg in the German first divi- 
sion on Saturday. 

‘Three days after demolishing Hansa Rostock 6-1, the 
leaders put up another convincing performance and 
scored their fourth win in as many Bundesliga matches. 

Bayern, who had never won in four previous visits to 
the Black Forest club, moved in front in the 21st minute 
with a close-range effort from Brazilian striker Giovane 
Elber. 

Midfielder Thomas Strunz gave them another goal by 
heading home from a Mario Basler comner-kick in the 
35th minute. 

Bayern, eager to recapture the crown they lost to 
Kaiserslautern last May, are the only team to have won 
all their league matches so far. 

“We started the match with a lot of concentration and 
got better and better,” said Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld, whose men will visit Denmark's Brondby for 
their opening Champions’ League game on Wednesday 
(September 16) 

“After going 1-0 up, the players were more relaxed 
and played good football,” he added. “The only thing I 
didn’t like too much is that we played too defensively in 
the last 15 minutes.” 

Champions Kaiserslautern, who crashed 4-0 away to 
VEB Stuttgart on Tuesday, bounced back with a 4-3 
home win over Hertha Berlin thanks to two late goals by 
Danish defender Michael Schjoenberg. 

Striker Olaf Marschall also scored twice for 
Kaiserslautern, who trailed 3-1 at halftime and were still 
3-2 down with 20 minutes remaining. 
| Schjoenberg levelled from the penalty spot in the 71st 

minute before scoring the winner three minutes from. 
| time. 
| . Kaiserslautern are second, three points behind 


ey 


Bayern, and must now set their minds on their 
Champions’ League debut at home to Portuguese clab 
Benfica. . 

Hamburg SV, making a promising start to the season, 
‘opened the scoring in unusual fashion when their goal- 
keeper Hans-Joerg Butt gave them a 1-0 lead over VfL 
Wolfsburg from the penalty spot in the 39th minute. 

The visitors snatched a 1-1 draw thanks to a goal 
from striker Steffen Baumgart in the dying seconds. 

Hamburg, who have been through hard times since 
winning the 1983 European Cup, are third, four points 
behind the leaders. 

“It's always infuriating to concede a goal with only 
seconds left but Wolfsburg fought hard and deserved a 
draw,” Hamburg trainer Frank Pagelsdorf said, 

A last-minute goal from Brazilian striker Paulo Rink 
salvaged a 2-2 draw for Bayer Leverkusen, away to bot- 
tom club Werder Bremen. 

Leverkusen seized the lead with a penalty from Ulf 
Kirsten in the 43rd minute but Bremen levelled with a 
53rd-minute penalty by Dutch midfielder Lojdewik 
Roembiack before going 2-1 up through striker Torsten 
Frings in the 59th minute, 

Bremen assistant trainer Dieter Burdenski was sent to 
the stands by referee Winfried Buchhart after a heated 
‘exchange with Leverkusen coach Christoph Daum over 
the penalty that allowed them to take the lead. 


Chameleons and current cup holders Spartak 
‘Moscow were knocked out in the third round of 
the Russian Cup, going down 1-0 to second division 
side Amkar Perm. 

Spartak, who viewed this match as a warm-up to 
Wednesday’s European Champions’ League opener 
against Sturm Graz, could do little to penetrate a tight 
‘Amkar defence despite using all their top players. 

Amkar defender Vladimir Benedsky scored the win- 
ner with six minutes remaining, beating Russian interna- 
tional goalkeeper Alexander Filimonov from close range 
and sending a sell-out 23,000 home crowd to their feet. 

Tt was one of the most famous wins for a little known 
provincial side from the Urals. 

Seven other premier division sides, including this 
year’s Cup finalists Lokomotiy Moscow, shared the fate 
of Spartak, losing to lower division teams on a day of 
upsets. 

Dynamo Moscow, Russia’s UEFA Cup entry, were 
‘one of the few teams to stay on course in a match with 
city neighbours Torpedo-Zil, : 

Dynamos Nigerian striker Lucky Izibor scored a hat- 
trick while newly signed Lithuanian Tomas 
Danilyavichus added two more for the winners in a 7-0 
rout over the second division side, 


MIDWEEK 
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Pointing the way to success ... Dwight Yorke after scoring 
against Charlton. 


MANCHESTER UNITED 4 
CHARLTON 1 


ce shrugged off their billion-dollar sale to BSkyB and saw their 
purchase of Dwight Yorke reap dividends as the former Villa striker 
scored twice against the newly-promoted south London side. Ole Gunnar 
Solksjaer scored the other two as United overcame the setback of conced- 
img the first goal to Mark Kinsella in the 32nd minute. It was United's first 
‘win after two draws and Charlton's first defeat in four matches. 


LIVERPOOL 2 
COVENTRY 0 


iverpool surged to the top of the table with a 2-0 home win, Patrik 

‘Berger setting them on their way with a well-taken goal set up by Paul 
Ince in the 25th minute. Jamie Redknapp collected the second three min- 
ates into the second half and it would have been the third if Michael 
Owen's goal on the stroke of half-time had not been disallowed for off- 
side. 


ASTON VILLA 1 
NEWCASTLE 0 


v= may no longer have Yorke 
to spearhead their attack but 
they still managed to consign 
Newcastle and new manager Ruud 
Gullit to a 1-0 defeat, Lee Hendrie 
seored the only goal with a penalty 
early in the second half after Julian 
Joachim was adjudged to have 
been fouled by Stuart Pearce and 
Villa trail Liverpool only on goal 
difference. 


Lee Hendrie scores for Villa. 


CHELSEA 0 
ARSENAL 0 


is ‘was a physical encounter at Stamford Bridge between two clubs 
with title hopes. Coach Arsene Wenger experienced the return of one 
of his problems of last season when defender Lee Dixon was sent off for a 
reckless tackle on Graeme Le Saux, his second yellow card of the match. 


DERBY 1 
SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 0 


Dz Sturridge scored the only goal Derby needed in the 23rd minute, 
even though he looked suspiciously offside when he volleyed past 
Kevin 


Pressman in the Wednesday goal. It was Derby's first win of the 
season, 


LEICESTER 0 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


ore owed their success to Paul Gascoigne, who scared a top goal in 

the 45th minute. But Leicester were never out of it and if Emile 
Heskey had taken the chances that came his way, the result would have 
been different | 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 2 
BLACKBURN 1 


‘evin Gallagher continued to show why he should be in. Blackbum’s | 

lineup with an 1Ith-minute goal that put his side in front. But 

Les Ferdinand with a 26th-minute header and Allan Nielsen with the win- 

ner-after 5] minutes gave Spars victory in their first match after the sack- 
ing of manager Christian Gross. 


WEST HAM 3 
WIMBLEDON 4 


VY Jimbledoa produced an amazing comeback from 3-1 down after 26 | 
minstes. John Hartston with one and Ian Wright with a pair seemed 
to bave pat West Ham in control. But Jason Euell in the 62nd minute, | 
Marcus Gayle with his second in the 77th and Efan Ekoku, who has sub- 
mitted a transfer request, in the 80th minute earned Wimbledon a surpris- 

ing three poms. 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST 0 
EVERTON 2 


E= could have gone top with a win but the lack of last season's strik- 

ing pair of Pierre Van Hooijdonk and Kevin Campbell hurt. Instead it | 
was Everton with their first goals and first win of the season who took the 
points thanks to 2 pair of goals from Duncan Ferguson, a trademark head- 
ex in the 72nd minute followed by a left foot shot from the edge of the | 
‘area six minutes from time. 


LEEDS UNITED 3 
SOUTHAMPTON 0 


eds lod the leapue, albeit for only 24 hours, after a 3-0 victory over 
ers Southampton, who suffered their fourth successive defeat. | 
Bit it took am own gosl by Scott Marshall seven minutes before the break 
to put Leeds in front. lan Harte doubled their lead seven minutes into the | 
second balf and Dutch signing Clyde Wijnhard scored the third just before 
the end to provide the coup de grace to the hapless South Cosst side. 


| 1992-93 Peter Schmeichel 
| (Manchester 


| France) 


SW SEPTEMBER 15 


he first six players inducted into the new English 
Premier League Hall of Fame have been named: 
Peter Schmeichel, Eric Cantona, Alan Shearer, Les 
Ferdinand, Gianfranco Zola and Dennis Bergkamp 
are the recipients. 

The-players were selected for their overall performance in each 
of the first six seasons of the league, which began in the 1992-93 
season. 

Sir Geoff Hurst, the chairman of the 19-strong panel of experts 
who selected the players said at the Hall of Fame's launch: "One 
thing we looked for was excitement which got us up out of our 


| seats," 


Questioned about the fact that only two English players were 


| selected, Shearer and Ferdinand, Sir Geoff said; "I don't think we 


have produced enough top class English players recently, but 
players like Michael Owen and Rio Ferdinand might be included 
if you turn the clock forward six years." 

The next six players will be inducted after a yote by fans but the 
date of the next induction has not yet been fixed. The Hall of 


Fame will open in London next spring. 
The players were elected for their performances in the follow- 


ing seasons: 


United, | 
Denmark) 


1993-94 Eric Cantona 
(Manchester — United, 


1994-95 Alan Shearer |) 


(Blackburn Rovers, 
England) 
1995-96 Les Ferdinand 
(Newcastle United 
England) 


1996-97 Gianfranco Zola 
(Chelsea, Italy) 


1997-98 Dennis Bergkamp 
(Arsenal, Netherlands) 


Peter Schmeichel ... Hall of Famer. 


pas and Aston Villa have leapt on the takeover bandwagon 
with both clubs confirming they are holding talks aimed at 
selling out to communication giants. 

Manchester United lit the fuse by agreeing to a takeover esti- 
mated at $1 billion by Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB and now Double- 
winners Arsenal and Aston Villa may follow them down the same 
track, 

Arsenal has confirmed they are in talks with Carlton 
Communications, with Villa believed to be in discussions with the 
same company. 

In a joint statement, Arsenal and Carlton said they had a "very 
preliminary discussion on ways in which the two companies can 
work together," 

Meanwhile, Villa financial director Mark Ansell said: "We have 
had talks with a communications firm and there is a chance that a 
deal might be wrapped up in the same way as with Manchester 
United.” 
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TAKEOVERS 
ROCKING THE GAME FEELS 


United States investment bank has started a campaign to top 

Rupert Murdoch’s $1 billion bid for Manchester United, it was 

reported on Sunday. Salomon Smith Barney, part of the $45 

billion Travellers Group, has held meetings with the club's 
financial advisers, HSBC Holdings, the paper said. 

‘The move came after a takeover bid earlier in the week by media magnate 
Murdoch's BSkyB television for Manchester United, the most profitable club 
in the world and one of the most famous. 

Ever since confirmation the BSkyB's 623.4 million pound bid, there has 
been speculation that takeovers were imminent and mounting concem about 
the future of the English national game, 

Soon after the Manchester deal was confirmed, Arsenal announced it had 
begun talks with Carlton, a London-based broadcaster. 


Mark Booth of BSkyB (left) with Martin Edwards of Man Utd. A rival bid has been made 
for the club, while other English clubs are being targeted. 


Fans have protested at the injection of such large sums in a few top clubs, 
fearing that many other smaller clubs will be sidelined, and at the absorption 
of independent clubs into media or conglomerate empires. 

A poll for the Sunday Telegraph suggested that three quarters of the 
public believed BSkyB's takeover would result in higher costs for watching 
live matches, 

The British government, which ultimately has the power to approve or 
block the Manchester deal, has been urged to intervene. 

_ But the main football bonanza may lie in the proposed and controversial 
Création of a new European Super League of top clubs alongside such as 
Juventus, Barcelona and Bayern Munich. 

Manchester United, Arsenal and Liverpool have been involved in talks 
with Italian company Media Partners in recent months over their possible 
participation in the European venture. 

Arsene Wenger is willing to walk out on Arsenal if the Carlton money- 
men poised to take control of the club do not leave the Highbury hierarchy in 
place. 

Wenger has still not signed the three-year contract extension he was 
offered by vice-chairman David Dein and the Highbury board after last 
season's Double triumph, although he maintains he only has to put pen to 


paper, 

But on the day he decided to rest Tony Adams for the Premiership visit to 
Leicester and completed the £3million capture of his captain's Stockholm 
tormentor, Fredrik Ljungberg, Wenger threatened to turn his back on the 
club unless his boardroom demands were adhered to. 

'L just hope the people in place will stay and keep control of the club with 
the input of more money,’ said Wenger. 'As long as I have that guarantee it 
will not change anything. 

‘David Dein and the board made me come here. It is important for me that 
they all stay in control. 'But there could be a quick change because that is 
what is happening in football. I am still trying to take in what is happening 
with Sky and Manchester United. As for my new contract, I've given my 
word to David Dein, Peter Hill-Wood, Ken Friar and the board that I will 
sign it. If they're not there tomorrow though, everything could change.’ 

That was a clear and well thought-out warning by Wenger, evidently 
concerned at the future direction of the club. Carlton's potential £250m 
takeover would almost certainly see changes at boardroom level, even if 
Dein remained as part of the new organisation. 

‘Yet, Wenger is wary that the new owners could put handcuffs on him, 
preventing him from having the total command of the playing side of the 


i 
club he has now, and that if directors are brought in from outside they could 
destroy everything he has built up since his arrival from Nagoya Grampus 
Eight. 

He said: 'If you are a manager and you know that you are going to have 
more money you cannot complain but football is something special. 

‘To run a club like Arsenal you need to know football. It's different from 
any other industrial activity. 

"You need patience and the willingness to be unpopular at times if you are 
on the right track 

Arsenal has completed the signing of Swedish attacking midfielder 
Fredrik Ljungberg, the club confirmed on Saturday. 

"T like his intelligence, his sharp eyes, his quick, good pace," Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger said of the 21-year-old international. "He has all the 
assets you need to be successful 
in the modem game." 

Media reports said Ljungberg, 
who- won-his-fifth-cap- in 
Sweden's 2-1 win over England 
Jast Saturday, cost Arsenal three 
million pounds (five million 
dollars). 

‘The signing came too late for 
Ljungberg to make his debut for 
Arsenal in its road match against 
Leicester City on Saturday, the 
club said. 

Arsene Wenger has expressed 
doubts about his position as 
manager of Arsenal if the 
English double champion was to 
be taken over by Carlton. 

‘The Frenchman, brought in to 
stunning effect by club directors 
in 1996, has yet to sign a two- 
year extension to his existing 
contract. 

Reacting to this week's news 
that London-based media firm 
Carlton was having talks with 
the English Premiership giants 
over.a possible 275 million 
pound takeover, he warned: "I've 
given my: word to the directors, 
but if tomorrow they are no 

longer around, then who knows 
what could change?" 

Arsenal's vice chairman and 

major shareholder David Dein 

was the man who persuaded Wenger to come to Highbury from Japanese 
club Nagoya Grampus Eight, and the manager has now been offered 
lucrative terms -- thought to be around one million pounds annually -- to 
extend the original contract that now has less than a year to run. 

‘Wenger included chairman Peter Hill-Wood and manager Ken Friar when 
he said: "They made me come here, and I think it is important that they stay 
in control. 

"am only recently hearing about the Carlton negotiations, and I believe 
the directors do not have much more to tell me about them because talks are 
still in a very early stage. 

"But there could be a quick change because that is what is happening in 
football," Wenger said. "I am still trying to take in what is happening with 
‘Sky and Manchester United. 

"We are in a world that changes very quickly, and you just have to adapt 
to change, You can be in a job where you already earn good money and then 
suddenly you find even more is coming in. It could be very exciting. 

“But football is special. You have to have people running it who care 
about it - people who have patience and will give you time.” 

Wenger stayed behind for a meeting with Dein and other members of the 
Highbury hierarchy Friday, while his team left the Hertfordshire hotel that 
the club uses as a base en route to Saturday's Premiership clash with 
Leicester City. 

Arsenal and Carlton have issued a joint statement confirming they are in 
preliminary discussions about how they may be able to work together and 
admitted that a take-over bid had not been ruled out. 

Tottenham Hotspur is the latestEnglish Premiership clab to be linked to a 
takeover by media giants. 

United News and Media, which includes Anglia, HTV and Meridian ITV 
franchises, is putting together a consortium to make a bid for the north 
London club, according to a report in Saturday's Independent newspaper. 

English National Investment Company, which has a 25 percent stake in 
Scottish giants Glasgow Rangers, is also said to be involved in an attempt to 
buy out Spurs chairman Alan Sugar. 

Sugar, who owns 40 percent of the White Hart Lane club and has 
indicated he is willing to sell, has already reportedly turned down a bid 
worth 80 million pounds from investment company ENIC, 

It seems that if one club sells, other clubs, especially the big ones, will 
wonder about how they too can make money on a sale to a large corporation: 
good for the shareholders, but the fans doubtless will feel suspicious. 


BATTY 


RUUD’S 
WRATH 


ard-man England midfielder David Batty is about to move 
back to Elland Road for £5 million. The former Leeds 
favourite looks certain to be the first big-name casualty of 
Ruud Gullit's Newcastle reign after some frenzied activity 
beltind the scenes at St James’ Park in the last few days, 

New manager Gullit has a limited budget and any extra transfer cash 
must be generated by outgoing deals, 

Batty, 29, was stunned by Kenny Dalglish’s sacking after playing for| 
him at Blackburn as well as Newcastle. He would jump at the chance of a 
second spell at Elland Road, where he launched his career a decade ago. 

Leeds' boss George Graham revealed this week that he wants three top 
signings - including a midfield ball-winner like Batty - to sustain a 
Premiership title challenge, 

Another Toon Army favourite heading for the exit door could be Steve 
‘Watson if Southampton match Newcastle's £3m asking price, 4 

Gullit has warned that even England skipper Alan Shearer will not 
escape his ruthless rotation policy, which has already left French World 
Cup star Stephane Guivarc’h in the cold, 


Under Ruud we were not in rude health... Vialli 


ianluca Vialli, in that understated way of his, took a sideswipe at Ruud 
Gullit and the fitness of the Chelsea team before he took over. 
Vialli, who has won three trophies in the six months.since he replaced 
Gullit, has not only brought in another fitness coach but a new chef, and 
persuaded the club to spend £100,000 on revamping the-training ground 
gym. 

He has also cut days off from two a week under Gullit to one, and 
intensified all aspects of their training. 

Now the only break is immediately following a match. 

He said: 'In my humble opinion I thought physically we should have 
improved a lot. Now we aim to do things better. We have great players 
with great skills, and if we can run faster, for longer than the opposition 
and can be organised tactically, then we can win all our games, 

"We can improve on everything, especially physically, and already we 
are much better than last season and have not reached our peak yet. I am 
very happy about that because it was disappointing last season. 


Compiled by 


Soccer Weekiy’= 


SCOTTISH PREM 


he crisis at Scottish champion Celtic 

continued on Saturday ahead of its UEFA 

Cup trip to Portugal this week as it allowed 

lowly Kilmarnock to snatch a deserved 1-1 
draw at Parkhead. 

Celtic took the lead with a well-struck volley from 
Holland international Regi Blinker just before the half- 
hour.mark and seemed set for a morale-boosting victory 
after their recent internal strife which involved a player 
rebellion. 

But Jerome Vareille's equalizer five minutes into the 
second half and Paul Lambert's late dismissal for a 
second bookable offense once again saw disgruntled 
fans boo their heroes off at the end. . 

Paul Sturrock got off to a great start to his 
managerial career at Dundee United when his side got a 
deserved point against Rangers. 

‘This was not the result or the display that manager 
Dick Advocaat wanted before next week's trip to Israel 
but the return of top scorer Jorg Albertz should improve 
things for the Ibrox men. 

Although they almost snatched a win in the last 
minute when substitute Charlie Miller saw his six-yard 
effort blocked by the legs of United hero keeper Sieb 
Dykstra, Rangers can have no complaints about their 
failure to increase their lead at the top of the table. 

For the Scottish city's other Premiership side, 
Dariusz Adamezuk sealed Dundee's first win of the 
season with a second half double at Tynecastle, 

‘The Polish midfielder netted deflected strikes in the 
48th and 82nd minutes to shock Jim Jefferies’ title 
hopefuls, 

‘The win was no more than the Dens Park men 
deserved as they outplayed and out-thought a 
disappointing Hearts side, who face major problems 
before their midweek Cup Winners’ Cup clash with 
Real Mallorca, 

Rangers maintained their two-point lead in the 
Scottish premier division despite being held to a 


goalless draw at Dundee United, who dropped to the 
bottom of the table on Saturday. 

All but one of the five premier division games ended 
in draws, and Rangers moved to 10 points after five 
games to lead by two points over Celtic, Kilmarnock, 
Aberdeen and Motherwell. 

Dutchman Regi Blinker gave champion Celtic a 1-0 
lead over Kilmarnock in the 29th minute. But Jerome 
Vareille equalized for the visitors five minutes after the 
interval. Celtic's Paul Lambert was sent off in the 68th 
minute of the 1-1 draw. 

Aberdeen and Motherwell also drew 1-1, with Eoin 
Jess scoring for Aberdeen in the seventh minute and 
Owen Coyle equalizing in the 34th. 

Dariusz Adamezuk scored twice in the second half to 
give Dundee a 2-0 win at Hearts and lift his club off the 
bottom of the table as it swapped places with city rival 
Dundee United. 


im Jefferies has demanded more effort from his 

Hearts side if the Tynecastle success story is to 
continue. 

The Scottish Cup holders were beaten 2-0 by 
relegation favourites Dundee at Tynecastle to cast 
doubts over their readiness for another title challenge to 
the Old Firm. 

Tt was hardly a performance to boost morale ahead of 
Thursday's Cup-winners Cup-tie against Real Mallorca 
and Jefferies warned a change of attitude is needed, 

He said: 'Too many players have lost that extra bit of 
hunger and desire and we have to get that back if we 
‘want to be challenging for trophies. 

‘We had success last season because every week we 
applied ourselves in the right manner. We failed to do 
that and it was probably our worst performance for a 
long, long time and it's not acceptable. The players have 
been told that in no uncertain terms.” 


FREE MAN UNITED 


VIDEOS TO BE WON FROM 
WARNER VISION 


uick, before the club is sold off to the 

lightest bidder. Soccer Weekly has three 

great Man United videos to give away for 
free! 

All you do dear reader, is send in an envelope 
with your name and address on the back (to the 
tonky who sent in last week without his/her name 
and address on the back, send in again!), 

On the front mark it either ‘David Beckham’ 
Comp, ‘Alex Ferguson Ultimate United’ Comp or 
‘Man Utd 300 Prem Goals’ Comp. These are the 
three videos you can win. 

‘We have already reviewed one, and next week 


we will review more. 

‘The comp closes on September 28 and we will 
publish the winners on the issue of September 29. 

These videos retail for around $30 so it is a great 
deal — a Man Utd video for the price of sending us 
an envelope. 

Good luck and remember, you can enter all 
three comps it you want (even Rupert Murdoch has 
entered, I think he wants to ‘get in the know’ if you 
get my drift). Remember one envelope per video. 

‘We have had heaps of entries so get in and win 
yourself something totally magic, courtesy of our 
buddies at Warner Vision. 


* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 


* SADDLE STITCHING 
* PERFECT BINDING 


MEDIA PRESS rrv iro 
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* NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
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* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 
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Lord Meibury 


ENGLISH PREM 


ehind a goal from Paul Merson in his debut 
with his new club, Aston Villa defeated 
Wimbledon 2-0 Saturday to take the lead in 


the Premier League as Liverpool suffered 
its first loss of the season — 2-1 to West Ham — to 
fall from the top spot. 


In addition fo the changes at the top of English 
soccer, it was also an afternoon that saw Chelsea get its 
first win of the young season, Alan Shearer score twice 
in a Newcastle victory, and a win for powerhouse 
Manchester United. 

Defending league and F.A. Cup champion Arsenal 
also drew 1-1 at Leicester, the 
u nde fjevantie a 
Gunners’ fourth draw of the 


season. 

Aston Villa's victory, behind 
goals by Merson -- just 
transferred from Middlesbrough 
— and Ian Taylor gave the 
Birmingham side 13 points, three 
ahead of Liverpool and four up on 
Leeds and Derby. 

Liverpool, with three victories 
and a draw in its first four games, 
fell as John Hartson and Eyal 
Berkovic gave West Ham a 2-0 
lead. Karlheinz Riedle scored for 
Liverpool in the final two minutes 
to make it close, 

Chelsea defeated Nottingham 
Forest 2-1 on goals by Italy's 
Gianfranco Zola and Gustavo 
Poyet of Uruguay. 

But the goal outburst of the 
day was by Sheurer. 

‘The England international, after 
only one goal in open play in the last 
19 league games since coming back from injury, got 
two in Newcastle's 4-0 win over Southampton, 

Shearer's goal in the 38th came on a penalty, the end 
result of a red card given to Southampton's 
Jason Dodd. Southampton is without a point in five 
matches, He also scored in the 8th minute. 


Manchester United dominated Coventry to win 2-0 
with goals from Dwight Yorke - his third in two games 
~ and Ronny Johnsen. Arsenal got its 1-1 draw with a 
goal in the final minute by Stephen Hughes. 

In other Premier League games on Saturday: 
Charlton 1, Derby 2; Everton 0, Leeds 0; Sheffield 
Wednesday 3, Blackbur 0. 

On Sunday in another Premier League match, 
Middlesbrough played at Tottenham with Spurs’ two- 
game winning streak on the line. The northerners 
thumped the Londoners 3-0, with Hamilton Ricard 
scoring two. 


In the first division Birmingham fell 3-1 to Bolton 
and failed to take sole possession of first place. 
Huddersfield and Birmingham each have 16 points. 
Sunderland has 15 by virtue of its 1-1 draw against 
Wolverhampton with Wolves one point behind on 14, 


